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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Lord Vifcount TowNsHEND, 
GENERAL of His MAJESTY’s FORCES, 


And Couoner of the Queen’s REGIMENT of 


DraGoon Guarps. 


O your Lordfhip, as com- 
manding a regiment of ca- 
valry, a Treatife of Horfemanfhip 
comes immediately in the line of 
your profeflion; I, therefore, hum- 
bly conceive, that confideration 
alone would authorife me with 
pro- 


IV DEE DG T 1:0 JN. 
propriety to requeit your patron- 
age and protection, for this my 
adopted foundling ; to which pe- 
tition I am further induced by the 
patriotic hopes of being ufeful to 
my country: for having with re- 
gret obferved, that both your 
Lordfhip, and the corps under 
your command, if one may judge 
by appearances, are totally igno- 
rant of the graces and fuperior 
advantages attending Mr. Gam- 
bado’s fyftem, I have flattered 
myfelf, that on a perufal of it, 
you will not only adopt it your- 
fel 


DEDICATION. V 
felf, but alfo ufe your intereft to 
introduce it into the fervice.— 
What might not be expected from 
the Britifh Cavalry thus impro- 
ved ? 

I might here enter into a train 
of common-place compliments, 
and flourifh away on the laurels 
your Lordfhip might by this means 
gather, in addition to thofe al- 
ready acquired; but I will not 
offend your delicacy: befides, 
laurel is a tree not cultivated in 
thefe piping times of peace; I 
fhall therefore conclude this epif- 

A tle, 
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tle with my fincere wifhes, that 
your Lordfhip may long, very 
long, in health and fpirits, enjoy 
your BAYS. 


I am, 
With the greateft Refpect, 
Your LoRvsuHIP’s 
Moft obedient 
Humble Servant, 


SEPTEMBER tft, The E Dai TOUR. 


1787. 


The Editor has to lament 
that the firft pages of our Author's 
work, are amongft thofe miffing, but 
as the Author himfelf, in his Preface, 
Seems to have arranged his firing of 
infiruchons, the Editor thinks him/felf 
juftified in placing thofe _firft that re- 
late to the choice of a horfe. 


a 


ss. =-~ v~ 


FRAGMENT 


OF THE 


AUTHOK’s PREBACE, 


HERE needs no apology for 
putting forth this little vo- 
lume; there would, on the other 
hand, need many for with-holding 
it from the publick. Philanthropy 
has induced me to make known 
to the world, the following rules ; 
by obferving which alone, horfe- 
manfhip may become a fafe and 
B 2 pleafing 
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pleafing amufement: and I doubt 
not; but every true judge of the 
noble art, will acknowledge the 
excellence of my inftructions; and 
every true lover of it applaud my 
public fpirit, in circulating them 
abroad for the benefit of mankind 
at large. 

I have had fome difficulty in 
fixing upon a title for my work: 
A Vade Mecum is quite hacknied 
out: A School is become of late 
years, a term, entirely applied to 
comedies ; and for Every Man his 
own Eorfeman, an ingenious pro- 


feffor 
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feflor in Dublin affured me, it was 
a bull. 

I have therefore adopted Aca- 
demy; I think it is happily cho- 
fen, properly expreflive, and has, 
I think, been affixed to but one 
work of genius, viz. The Acade- 
my of Compliments, a publica- 
tion, which, thanks to our prefent 
politenefs, is now fcarcely remem- 
bered. 

‘The Academy for grown Horfe- 
men, is a work that has coft me 
much labour, and the application 
of fome years, to complete. But 
when I confider the vaft utility it 

may 
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may be of to my fellow creatures; 
that they are to profit by it, and 
not myfelf: 


4 : , ; 
“* Sic vos non vobis, fertis aratra boves.’ 


I flatter myfelf I have not watted 
the midnight oil in vain, ‘‘ and I 
look with pleafure on my book, 
giving it to the world with the 
fatisfaction of a man who has en- 
deavoured to deferve well.” May 
many be the necks it preferves for 
nobler purpofes. 

Tam happy in having met with 
an artift, who has illuftrated my 
ideas of horfemanfhip completely 

to 
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to my wifhes, and I here beg leave 
thus publickly to acknowledge my 
obligations to him. 

As I fhall be as concife and ex- 
plicit as poffible, in the valuable 
inftructions and difcoveries I am 
now about to communicate to the 
world; it will be the reader’s own 
fault, if he does not profitably be- 
nefit by them. When I have told 
him how to chufe a horfe, how to 
tackle him properly, in what fort 
of drefs to ride him, how to mount 
and manage him, how to ride 
him out, and above all, how to 

ride 
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ride him home again; if he is 
not a complete horfeman in the 
courfe of ten or a dozen fummers, 
I will be bold to foretell, that 
neither the {kill of Mr. Aftley, 
nor the experience of Mr. * John 
Gilpin, will ever make him one. 


* * * * * * * 


Nil defperandum, me duce Teucro.” 


* Mr. John Gilpin. The author mentions John, to 
diftinguifh him from William. Both thefe gentlemen 
are elegant and enlightened travellers, and have publifhed 
each their tour: —John, his to Edmonton, in 1782; — 
William, his to Cumberland, in 1786, 
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EDITOR «to th READER. 


T is to the fame propitious ftars, which re- 
{cued the creatures with the craws fiom per- 
dition, that we are indebted for the recovery of 
the fragments that compofe this moft invalua- 
ble work. Fortune indeed was moft lavith in 
her {miles upon the Editor, by throwing at once 
before his fight, in an obfcure alehoufe near Lime- 
houfe Hole, on their firft landing, the moft ex- 
traordinary bipeds that perhaps ever vifited this 
country; and to his much greater aftonifhment, 
fome manutcript fheets of his unfortunate friend,” 
Mr. Geoffrey Gambado. i 
On comparing notes (by figns) with thefe ul- 
tramarine beings, he concluded, and with much 
reafon, that the abovementioned fheets were 
B thrown 
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thrown over board by the author (in hopes 
mankind might yet profit by the recovery of 
fome of them) at the moment the veffel that 
contained him, was going to the bottom; which 
it is well known was the cafe, in the Gulph of 
of Venice, a few days previous to. the catching 
of the Craws; and in this furmife he foon found 
he was nearly right. 

Two particular circumftances muft yet be no- 
ticed. The title page ftiles Mr. Gambado Maf- 
ter of the Horfe, Riding Mafter and Grand 
Equerry to.the Doge of Venice; and fo in truth 
he was appointed in the year of our Lord 1785. 

Living in the habits of intimacy with him 
that the Editor did, he is competent not only 
to decide what his views were, but what were 
his fentiments of the Equeftrians of his own 
country, previous to his embarkation for Italy. 

That he held in utter contempt the mode of 
riding commonly adopted in England, was ob- 


vious, 


the READE R. Xili 
vious, from his never riding like any body elfe ; 
and upon the Doge of Venice honouring him 
with the above appointments (and honorary it 
was fuppofed they were only meant to be) he 
was fo elated, that he inftantly packed up a port- 
manteau, bought two faddles, as many bridles, 
fix pair of fpatterdafhes with {purs affixed, a 
large roll of diaculum plaifter, two pair of patent 
ftirrups, with his MSS. works, (and providentially 
a few drawings from which the plates in this little 
volume are engraved); and in a few hours put 
himfelf on board a vellel for Triefte, which failed 
immediately, and was loft a few leagues from 
Ragufa. A failor (one of the few that efcaped 
by putting himfelf in a fifh-kettle, and tying it 
round his middle, having previoufly painted it 
*green) has informed the Editor, that he faw the 
laft of Mr. Gambado; and his end was as fingular 


* It is imagined Mr. Lunardi has fallen in with this man. —— 
N. B. Not into the Sea. 
B 2 as 
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as his life had been. The veflel being expected 
to go to pieces every inftant, he drank a quart of 
hot punch, and came coolly on the deck; and 
having firft called up all the fortitude he was 
able, he next called up his fervant with all the 
faddles and bridles that could be got; and hav- 
ing mounted himfelf on the largeft, and taking 
a bridle. in one hand, and a paper cafe in the 
other, defired to be thrown into the fea. This 
was complied with, but the informant adds, that 
the boatfwain being fomewhat defirous to fave 
his life likewife, haftily jumped up behind the 
unfortunate Gambado, and he apprehends that 
the faddle, although new and large, was not maf- 
ter of his additional weight, for it dropt with 
fuch precipitancy as to throw our Author out of 
his feat, and his foot catching and hanging in 
the * ftirrup, foon put an end to his mortal ca- 
ee Eee 


* His patent ftirrups were probably packed up, or the Author would 
at leaft, have had a fwim for it. 


reer. 
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reer. And it muft be confefled that he made 
his exit en parfait cavalier; and an honour to 
his leather he was.* The boatfwain was faved 
by laying faft hold on the crupper. 

The Editor (befides the friendfhip he enter- 
tained for this great man), cannot help thinking 
it isa thoufand pities, he fhould have been loft 
in fo foolifha manner. But fuch was his rapture 
at the honours conferred on him by the Doge, 
and fuch his difguft for Britifh horfemanfhip, 
that delicacy reftrained his friends from ac- 
quainting him there was no fuch a thing as 
a horfe to be found in all Venice; and yet 
they have not a doubt, if he had been apprized 
of this circumftance in time, he never would 
have embarked for that capital at all. 

When the Craws were firft picked up in their 
pleafure-boat, it was obferved they were all over 


* An honour to his Cloth —is applied to many a drunken Parfon ; 


and I do not fee why. To Geoffrey, Leather is more fuitable. 
white 
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white patches; upon examination it appeared 
that they were fheets of paper artfully faftened 
round them with ftrings of fea-weeds, and the 
failors, from the impulfe of curiofity, lifting fome 
of them up, difcovered hand-writing underneath. 
It fhould feem that thefe modeft creatures had 
undoubtedly picked up the papers floating on 
the furface of the ocean, and: converted them 
to the fame ufe our firft parents did the fig 
leaves. This is however but a conjecture of the 
Editor; who certainly met with the fragments 
of his friend’s intended book, in the fame place 
where he firft faw the Craws, and where he was 
told the circumf{tance of their having worn them. 
It is left to the deeper fearchers into the won- 
ders of nature (and who are now puzzling to 
refolve from whence the ladies and gentleman 
now lodging at Mr. Becket’s, the trunk-maker, 
in the Haymarket, can poffibly come); to de- 
termine whether the prefervation of the following 
‘fheets, 
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fheets, is owing to an innate modefty in the 
creatures with monftrous craws, or to their na- 
tural admiration for learning, and a with to pre- 
ferve fheets, although adorned with charaéters to- 
tally unknown, and unintelligible to them. 


It was neceflary for the Editor to explain how 
he came poffeffed of the few materials that com- 
pofe this work. Having done this, he has only 
to add, that he has recovered a part only of the 
Author’s preface, a few drawings, fome notes, 

‘an anecdote or two, and about twenty pages of 
inftructions to grown horfemen; but fo broken 
and unconneéted, that had he attempted the 
putting them together, he muft have formed a 
book of his own: Having however, a thorough 


fenfe of the fuperior abilities of the original Au- 
thor, 
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thor, he wifhes rather to give them to the pub- 


lic in'{eraps as he received them,-but arranged to 
the beft of his ability, And he may be bold to 


add, that as mor¢eaus choice as thefe,.would nof _ 


fall every day into their mouths, were they to 
hold them inceffantly open, the public will fwal- 
low them with avidity, and digeft them, either 
immediately, or at their leifure. 

The notes that are preferved, are written in a 
hand unknown to the Editor, and are evidently 
the remarks of fome good-natured friend of Mr. 
Gambado. By the ingenuity of many of them, 
and their peculiarity of ftile, they bear ftrong 
marks of the mafterly pen that produced the an- 
notation to the firft editions of Mr. Bell’s Shake- 
{peare. The portrait of the Author, prefixed, 
is engraved from a drawing by another of his 
friends, done from memory; it is like, but a 
likenefs that tinctures of the prejudice of friend- 
fhip. Jeffery was not fo flim, nor was his eye 

; fo 


a 
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fo poignant; nor was he ever known to be pol- 
felled of a pair of boots himé€lf, though he often 
mentions boots in his writings. 

Of late years, many portraits of celebrated men 
have been given to the public from memory : 
Mr. Mafon has favoured us with a moft formida- 
ble likenefs of Gray the Poet ; another eminent 
writer has treated us with one of the noted 
Charles Price; and we are now furnifhed, with 
by no means, a {mall refemblance of Jeffery 
Gambado. 

Of Jeffery, or as he himfelf defired it to be 
wrote, Geoffrey Gambado, little is known of the 
defcent: but that his father was a taylor, he him- 
felf has affured me, and that he lived in Devon- 
fhire is no lefs certain. Being a prodigious horfe- 
man (his cuftomers living all at a confiderable 
diftance from him) I make no doubt but it was 
in allufion to him, that the term of “ riding like 

Cc a taylor” 
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a taylor” took its nfe. A term full particularly 
applicable to the natives of that county. 

The inhabitants of Yorkfhire and the vicinity 
of Newmarket may turn it into ridicule if they 
pleafe, but it was meant as highly complimentary 
and honourable to that valuable body of men. 
Was not the flying highwayman a taylor? were 
not three parts of General Elliott’s dragoons, 
taylors ? and was not he who made that danger- 
rous excurfion to Brentford, a taylor ? 

Weare told in a preliminary advertifement to 
the Tale of the Recefs, that “the breaks in the 
{tory only tend to heighten the pathetic.” A 
hope attends the editor, that the breaks in the 
enfuing work will only ferve to give the reader a 
greater relifh for what remains of it, and prevent 
the glut generally accompanying “ too much of 
a good thing.” 
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HE World has been fo long mifled by 

the falfe notions of Horfemanthip adopt- 

ed, and induftrioufly circulated by Newcattle,. 
La Foffe, Pembroke and Berenger ; fo infatuat- 
ed by the fantaftick tricks of Sir Sidney Mea- 
dows, and fo blinded by the airy coolnefs of a Per- 
cival and his imitators, that it may poffibly prove 
a difficult tafk to convince any one perfon in 
this wrongheaded age, that the theory of the 
C2 firft 
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firft mentioned gentlemen, and the practice of 
the latter, are entirely founded in error, and 
calculated merely to break the necks of his Ma- 
jefty’s moft faithful fubjects. ; 

I fhall endeavour to prove, and I flatter my- 
felf to conviction: that the above mentioned 
authors are grofsly miftaken in all their opinions 
upon the noble art and fcience of horfemanthip ; 
that even their ideas of the proud animal himfelf 
are partial and ill-founded; that the French Par~ 
rocel, and the Flemifh Wouvermans, drew fuch 
horfes as never exifted; and that when we do 
meet with a horfe, that in the leaft refembles 
their defigns, he is bad and dangerous in the 
extreme. 

It is a melancholy truth, that our breed of 
horfes is terribly degenerated, but indeed the na- 
tional tafte is fallen off proportionably ; nothing 
now is to be feen but bred horfes; every ap- 
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prentice mutt beftride a bit of blood. A bit of 
blood! and well may they be termed fo, for nei- 
ther flefh nor bone have they to boatt of. 


* * * * * * * 


There is indeed one breed of horfes {till extant, 
which might, and indeed ought to, be brought 
into more play. I mean what is vulgarly called 
the dray-horfe.* This, I profef, is a noble ani- 
mal, and admirably calculated to make a figure 
either on the road, or in the field. Scarce one 


ee 


_ ® Or rather dra-horfe. The moft ufeful animal in the creation, 
and refpeéted by all antiquity. His name is immediately derived from 
the Greek verb aw, i. ¢. drao, to door to work : becaufe it was found 
that he could do more work than any other horfe. The vehicle drawn 
by him was alfo well known to the Greeks by the name of dray, or 
rather dra; and it was in this carriage, and not in a Waggon, as is yul- 
garly {uppofed, that Thefpis carried his ftage and aétors. Hence the 
title of dra-ma and dra-matic, univerfally applied to all theatrical pieces. 
The Greek critics refer the invention of fuch works to the Doric tribes, 
becaufe this very word drao was peculiar to the Doric dialeét. If this 
account be correét, thofe tribes were alfo, without doubt, the firft 
breeders of dra-horfes; an eucomium of high value among a people 
who derived many honourable epithets, as welbas proper*nameés, from 
{kill and zeal in breeding and managing horfes, 

of 
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of them but is mafter of thirty ftone or upwards. 
What a fublime fcene would it be, to fee fourfcore 
or a hundred of thefe animals on the full ftretch 
over a piece of wheat, to catch fight of a hound. 
It would require the pen of Homer to defcribe 
fuch a {pectacle. 

On the road, what dangers do we incur scorn 
the weaknefs of our horfes! The: pitiful {pider-, 
legged things. of this age fly into a ditch with 
you, at the fight of a pocket handkerchief, or the 
_ blowing of your nofe ; whereas mount one of 
thefe, and the world cannot alter your route : — 
Meet a higler’s cart,. he will ftop it, either with 
his own head or your leg; fall in with a hackney 
coach, and he will carry you flap dafh againft it. 

Rost Enea a dA gta purchafer, it 1s Imma- 
terial whether you go to Tatterfall’s, or Al- 
dridge’s, to Meynell’s Hunt, or his Majefty’s, it 
is probable you will be taken in wherever you 


r * * * * * * 
go. 


To 
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To define a perfect horfe is nearly impoffible, 
and to tell you where to buy one, completely fo. 
However I fhall endeavour to defcribe fuch out- 
ward beauties and a¢tive qualifications, as are re- 
quifite to the compofition of one; and fhould 
fuch a phoenix fall in your way (and the tafte of 
thefe times are fo vilely perverted, I believe you 
have a better chance at prefent than you would 
have had fome years. back) I hope you will not 
let him flip through your fingers. 

The heighth of a horfe is perfeétly immate- 
rial, provided he is higher behind than before. 
Nothing is more pleafing to a traveller than the 
fenfation of continually getting forward; whereas 
the riding a horfe of a contrary make, is like 
fwarming the bannifters of a ftair cafe, when, 
though perhaps you really advance, you feel as if 
you were going backwards. 

Let him carry his head low, that he may have 


an 
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an eye to the ground, and fee the better where 
he fteps. 

The lefS he lifts his fore legs, the eafier he will 
move for his rider, and he will likewife brufh all 
the ftones out of his way, which might otherwife 
throw him down. If he turns out his toes as 
well as he fhould do, he will then difperfe them 
to the right and the left, and not have the trou- 
ble of kicking the fame ftone a fecond time. 

A bald face, wall eyes, and white legs (if your 
horfe is not a grey one) is to be preferr’d: as, in 
the night, although you may ride againft what 
you pleafe, yourlelf; no one will ride againft 
you, 

His nofe cannot project too much from his 
neck, for by keeping a conftant tight rein on 
‘him, you will then fit as firm as if you were held 
on. 

A horfe’s ears cannot well be.too long: a ju- 


dicious 


r 
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dicious rider fteers his courfe, by fixing his eyes 
between them. Were he cropt, and that as 
clofe as we fometimes fee them now a days, in 
a dufky evening the rider might wander the lord 


knows where. 


. * * * . * * * * 


T have found many perfons who have purchafed 
horfes of me, very inquifitive and troublefome 
about their eyes; indeed as much {o, as if their 
eyes were any way concerned in the aétion of the 
animal. As I know they are not, I give myfelf very 
little trouble about them.- If a rider is in full pof- 
feffion of his own, what his horfe has, is perfect- 
ly immaterial ; having probably a bridle in his 
mouth to direét him where to go, and to lift him 
up with again, if he tumbles down. Any gentle- 
man chufing, indeed, to ride without a bridle, 
fhould look pretty fharp at a horfe’s eyes before 
he buys him: be well fatisfied with his method 

D of 
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of going, be very certain that he is docile, and 
will {top fhort with a * “* Wohey,”’ and after all, 
be rather {crupulous where he rides him. Let no 
man tell me that a blind horfe is not a match for 
one with the beft of eyes, when it is fo dark that 
he cannot fee: and when he can, it is to be fup- 
pofed the gentleman upon his back can, as well 
as he ; and then, if he rides with a bridle, what 
has he to fear? I flatter myfelf, I have proved 
as clear as day, that eyes are of little confequence; 
and as I am, no doubt, the firft author that has 
made it known, my readers, if they lofe no time, 
may mount themfelves at Aldridge’s or the Rhe- 
darium, as well, and for half the money they 
would have done, before I let them into this 
fecret. 


a —— —— 


* Thave fearched Chambers and Johnfon for this Wohey! but can- 
not find him. I do not recollect fuch a word in all Shakefpeare, and 
he dealt at large in the language. Neither is it to be met with in Mafter 
Bailey’s delicate Collection of Provincialifms. What is Wohey ? 

Be 
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Be fure to buy a broken knee’d horfe when- 
ever he falls in your way: the beft bit of fleth 
that ever was croffed will certainly come down 
one day or another; whereas. one that has fallen 
(and {canfied himfelf pretty much) never will 
again if he can help it. 

Spavins, {plints, corns, mallenders, fallenders 
&c. Ge. being all curable, are beneath your no- 
tice. A few of thefe little infirmities in your fta- 
ble, is always a fubjeé&t of converfation, and you 
may, perhaps, now and then want one; it will 
likewife juftify you to your lady, in embellith- 
ing your bookcafe with Bracken, Gibfon, Bart- 
lett and Griffiths ; excellent authors in their 
way, and extremely ufeful! for you will have no 
occafion to be fending for an apothecary upon 
every trifling ailment in your family, but will 
know yourfelf how to make up a’ good ftout and 
effectual dofe of phyfic for your wife or fervants, in 
the goofeberry feafon, and at the fall of the leef. 

ly 2 I would 
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I would recommend a long tail, if it is to be 
had for love or money; if that is not to be got, 
buy a horfe with a rat tail, if poffible; though 
inferior in point of convenience to the former, 
there is a je we /gai quot of comicality about it, 
that inclines us to merriment whenever it makes 
its appearance. ‘There is one inconvenience at- 
tending long tails in fummer (when the poor 
animals have moft need of them); and that is, 
horfes full of grafs are very fubjeét to {courings ; 
in this cafe ride your horfe with his tail in a bag, 
or elfe he may annoy you. 


* * * * * * * * * 


Having defcribed for my reader a horfe, and 
I hope he likes him, I would fain form as com- 
plete a horfeman, and having fo done, my ambi- 
tion would be gratified, my end anfwered, and I 
would never ride again myfelf, as long as I liv’d. 


* * * * * * * * * 


Few 
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_ Few writers on this fubject have thought it 
neceflary to prefcribe any peculiar mode of drefs 
to equeftrians. I am fuch a zealot about the 
propriety of their appearance, that I think too 
much cannot be faid on the fubject. Heav’ns! 
how are the laws degraded fince the abolition of 
full bottoms * in our Courts of Juftice: I attri- 
bute the encreafe of thievery to it, and firmly 
believe, that ten men are hanged for every inch 
curtailed in a Judge’s wig. 


The Editor can only attribute the fingularity 
of the ten or a dozen lines that follow, to their 
having been written after dinner ; Mr. Gambado 
being fond of pufhing the bottle about brifkly. 


— 


* He might have added, how are our Ladies improved by the adop- 
tion of them, 


His 
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His annotator feems to think the fame; indeed, 
if he was the author’s friend, he was a very 
impartial one, for his criticifms pretty often ‘bor- 
der on the fevere. | 


Bias, I think it is, that obferves, the tout exfem- 
b/e thould be attended to in every thing ; he ju- 
dicioufly remarks, that a beautiful woman ill- 
dreft would be much better, undreft; and he 
fays much the fame of rabbits and onions, but 
I forget how he brings that to bear. The clear 
headed reader will foon perceive I have an eye 
at him; and having provided him with a fteed, 
I would with to make.his rider a match for him; 
for your rider is half the battle. * 


Touching 


* Was ever fo much abfurdity crammed into fo few lines! Our 
author could not be, ipfe, he, when he wrote this! Bias, talk French ! 
O ceelum in terra! and be a judge of a Lady’s drefs too! and under- 

ftand 
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Touching the apparel then, I will begin at 
top. Wear a wig, if poflible, and fhould you be 
a fportfman, and hunt the * foreft, the larger and 
whiter it is, the fafer for you: for fhould your 
horfe prove, what is properly termed too many 
for you, and make off, nothing but the fingu- 
larity of your appearance can reftore you to your 
difconfolate family. + The hallooing and hoot- 
ing of the boys that this will occafion, will en- 


fland cookery likewife! Why, Mr. Gambado, you really endow him 
with more talents than fell to the lot of the admirable Crichton; and you 
forget, do you, how he brings that to bear? and fo do I too upon my 
word. As to your having an eye at the reader, I don’t believe it: like 
our honeft friend Homer, I fancy, this was your time, to haye been put 
to bed. 

Half the battle, how vulgar! Our immortal bard, as they call him, 
in his higheft vagaries never was /o Jow as this! 

* The ftag hunt in Epping Foreft on Eafter Monday is fuppofed to 
be the moft ftriking and fuperb chafe in Europe. To this, the author 
probably alludes. 

+ The author is here philanthropically amiable; and if the reftoring 
a long loft hufband to the arms of his fpoufe, has any-claim to public 
reward, we fhould not grudge it a moment to his white wig, whilft 


able 


we are lavifhingly beftowing it on ufelefs quackerics. 
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able your friends to trace you through moft of 
the villages you may have paft; and at the wortt 
to know, in what part of the country to have 
you cried. 

I never admired a round hat, but with a large 
wig, it is infupportable; and in truth, a moft 
puerile ornament for the head of a fober man. 
In windy weather you are blinded with it; and 
the ingenious artift I have employed to deco- 
rate this work with his defigns, has very for- 
cibly pourtrayed the inconvenience, and even 
danger of a hat of this fort, to a man of bufi-- 
nefs. *By a man of bufinefs is not meant a 
Lord of the Treafury or a Commiffioner of Ac-. 
counts, but what is called on the road, a rider, 
a bag-man or bagfter, | 


* Would it be a very bold affertion to hazard, that, by a Lord of 
the Treafury or a Commiffioner of Accounts is not meant a Man of 
Bufine(s? perhaps not, 


A cock’d 
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A cock’d hat, befides this advantage over its 
competitor, and the dignity it gives to the moft 
unhappy countenance, has fo many others, that 
it is wonderful to me, it is not univerfally worn, 
but more particularly by equeftrians. If in windy 
weather, you are blinded, in rainy, you are de- 
luged by a round hat; whereas one properly 
cock’d, will retain the water till you arrive at 
your baiting place, and keep your head (which 
riding may have heated) agreeably cool ; having 
much the fame effeét on it, that a pan of water 
has upon a flower pot, 


« . ° . . . * . 


Let your boots be fomewhat fhort, and the 
knees of your breeches but Juft reach the joint, 
fo that the flap of your faddle (and obferve a fin- 
gle flapped faddle is the gentecleft) may be con- 
tinually curling up, and chafing you between the 


confines of the boots and breeches, by which 
E means, 
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means, you will be fatisfied that your leg is in a 
proper pofition. 


Much of the author’s friendly advice, as to 
drefs, is wanting; but the editor recollects he 
was a warm advocate for the riding in black 
plufh breeches in fummer: and ever recom- 
mended a coat of pompadour or fome con- 
fpicuous colour, for the fame obvious reafon, 
that he thought a large wig of fuch moment. 


You may wear fpurs, if you are not afraid ; 
and the exercifing them a good deal, will keep 
your blood in proper circulation, and prevent 
your toes from. being cold. 

Be 
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Be very careful to {pur your horfe in the 
fhoulders only ; there he has moft feeling, be- 
caufe he has moft veins ; befides, by {purring at 
his body, five times in fix, your labour is loft; if 
you are a fhort man, you {pur the faddle cloth ; 
if you are leggy you never touch him at all, and 
if middling, you only wear out your own girths, 
without your horfe being a bit the better for it. 

Elegance of pofition is to be confider’d as 
particularly effential to every gentleman that 
appears on horfeback in publick. And I fhall 
endeavour to point out, what moft immediately 
con{titutes it. 

The mode of leaning the body pretty forward 
over the pommel of the faddle, in a walk or a 
trot, has been too little in praétife of late years, 
and it is high time it fhould be revived. There is 
an appearance of airinefs in it, that embellifhes 
the figure of a rider very much indeed ;_ particu- 
larly, if he be mounted on a long back’d horfe, 

E 2 who 
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who throws his faddle well forward, and is unen- 
cumber’d with a crupper: here, he exhibits an 
elegant picture of carelefs indifference, and feems, 
contemptuoufly, to leave all the world behind 
him. 

By the bye, I have obferved many a worthy ; 
citizen fent on a Sunday into Hyde Park, crup- 
per’d up as tight as need be: but be very thy 
of a crupper, gentle reader, if your horfe natu- 
rally throws his faddle forward. It will certain- — 
ly make his tail fore, fet him a kicking, and very 
likely, bring you into trouble. Experto crede. 

If then, you bend your body well forward, your 
. rump fticking properly out behind, with your legs 
projected, I fhall have hopes of you ; you cannot, 
I think fail, of foon equalling my moft fanguine 
expectations ; and, after having attained this 
excellence (an excellence, let me tell you, arrived 
at but by few, and thofe, men of the firft know- 
ledge and {cience, fuch as the Fellows of Colleges, 

the 
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the Livery-men of London, or, perhaps the crew 
of a man of war) I would advife you, without 
delay, to attempt another {ep towards equeftrian 
perfection; that is, on riding either eaftward or 
weltward, to make your toes point due north and 
fouth, or vice verfa. 

Thus your fpurs may be brought into play, 
with little or no exertion; and thus, in turning 
fharp round a poft, your horfe may be prevented 
from hurting himfelf by running againtt it. * 

The ftanding up in your ftirrups, whilft trot- 
ting, in the above pofition, has a moft elegant 
and genteel effe&t ; and I would have you make 
an eflay to accomplith it, no doubt you will firc- 
ceed, ifyou have the genius I take you to have. 

A horfe has various methods of getting rid of 
his man; at prefent, I will only advert to one. 
If your horfe tumbles down with you, he will 


Se eee 


* More Philauthropy. f : 
ometimes 
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fometimes get up again, and fhould you not do 
the fame in concert with him, and your foot re- 
main in the ftirrup, he may probably extend 
your airing whilft you remain in that aukward 
pofition; and however defirous you may be to 
remain behind, on you mutt go, during his plea- 
fure. Now, ofall the ways of conveyance that I 
have had a tafte of, this is the leaft agreeable ; if 
it fhould be the fame to you, provide yourfelf 
with a pair of patent f{tirrups ; with them, your 
attachment to your horfe may be as {hort as you 
pleafe; they have done wonders; can I fay 
more ? I am happy in being able to bear tefti- 
mony of their aftonifhing efficacy in the cafe of 
a friend of mine, the Rev. Mr. C ot I 
when of Pembroke College, Cambridge; by 


tranfcribing his own words at the conclufion of 
an advertifement, he inferted in all the papers 
addreffed to the patentee. Having purchafed a 
pair of his ftirrups, and falling, one afternoon, 


as 
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as he was accuftomed, from his horfe, he fays, 
“* but thanks to providence, and your noble in- 
vention, my /eg and your ftirrup coming off at 
the fame inftant, I efcaped unhurt.” To what a 
pitch of perfeétion is human ingenuity arrived ! 


- 


The being able to guide a horfe, is a matter of 
fome moment on the road, though it may not be 
fo any where elfe; and I would advife you always 
to ride with a lafh whip; it fhews the {portfman, 
and will affift you much in your fteerage. If your 
horfe bears too much to the right, of courfe you 
drop the reins entirely on that fide, and pull them 
up fharp with both hands, on the other ; but if that 
does not anfwer, you mutt refer to your whip, 
and a good {mart cut over his right cheek and 
eye, will foon fet him ftraight again. This is the 
mode you will fee adopted by every judicious 

Plg- 
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pig-driver*, and I am told, that a pig is efteemed 
by judges, to be far more averle to direét pro- 
greffion, than a horfe. 

Lucan informs us, that the Maffilians + rode 


without bridles, and guided their horfes with a 
fivitch : 
oo 

**A very in-judicious remark this ; were a pig to be driven in a hard 
and fharp, or a Weymouth, and a horfein a packthread tied to his hind 
leg, it isa matter of doubt with me, whether the latter would drive fo 
handy as the former. | As pigs now can play at cards as'wellas horfes, 
I think it is but fair to fuppofe them capabl le of dancing a minuet with. - 
equal activity and grace : whatever Mr. “Aftley may alledge te to Ae con= 
trary. The author is very hard upon pigs. ¢ » ‘ : 4 

+ Our author feems fond of a bit of foreign language, his Latin, I fup- 
pote, lie was fupplied with by the parfon of the parifh ; his French, I , 
know, he got ‘from his father’s journeyman, who (according to’ the old- 
man’s own phrafe) was taught todi/lcate coats at Paris. The Mafii- , 
hans are here lugged in, for the fake of the Latin verfes, or to cry down 
the ufe of. bridles ; but, as I am one of thofe gentlemen, who had 
rather ride qith a bridle, than without one; and, as he muft ranfack 
the blackguard cluflicks for feraps of quotations, T will meet him, and 
as Sir, Sampfon Legend fays in the play, ‘ Try phe my blackguard 
or ltis fhall get the better of the day.” 

“© Equi fine fens, deformis ipfe curfus rigida cervice, et extento 
capite, currentium.” —— Livy, B, 7 ee 
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** Et gens que nudo refidens Maflilia dorfo” 
“* Ora levi flectit, froenorum nefcia virga.”” 
Luc. 
“€ Without a bridle on the bare back,” 
“* Make with a ftick their horfe or mare tack.” 


Virgil fays the fame of the Numidians : 


“© Et Numidee infreni cingunt.”” 
fEN. 4. 


** See Numidians, on horfes unbridled ap- 
proach.” 


Good riding this; but as to the fwitch, I'll 
maintain it, that a whole or a half hunter * would 
be more efficacious ; and as to the riding, good 
as it is, if Julius Czefar did not cut out both 
Maffilians and Numidians I’ll be d—d ; + and the 


* Whips, fo denominated. 

+ Hey day! a new method this of laying down the law. If you go 
on thus Mr. Author, the law will take you up in return ; and it will 
coft you fome fhillings before you come to the end of your book. 


F reader 
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reader will agree with me, when I produce my 
authority for his horfemanfhip, which is no lefs 
a chara¢ter than Montaigne. 

“ On dit de Gzefar, qu’en fa jeunefle, monte a 
dos fur un cheval et fans bride, il lui faifoit pren- 
dre carriere les mains tournées derniere le dos.”* 

It is extremely wrong to put a gentleman on 
a reftive horfe,+ when he is going out on bufineds, 
or invited to dinner in the neighbourhood. In 
the firft inftance, if a man is not punctual, his 
credit is lowered ; and making an apology for 
his horfe will feldom be admitted; nor will any 
one make allowances for a gueft, if his horfe has 
ftopt and turned round five thoufand times with 


* Jt is faid of Cefar, that in his youth, being mounted on a 
horfe’s bare back, and without a bridle, he could make him perform 
MoNnTAIGNE. 


his paces with his hands behind him.” 

+ A ftrange epithet this, and I wonder who coined it; tell me of 
a rufty horfe, and I fhall know what it means, for I know what rufty 
locks are and rufty weathercocks. 


‘him, 
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him, in five hundred yards, fhould the turtle 
be {poiled, or the venifon over-roalted, 

In fuch cafes, gentle reader, I fhould difmount 
and walk ; but if you are averfe to that, and you 
find that the beaft will not go forward, let him 
have his whim, and go backwards, only take 
care to point his head the wrong way* he will 
carry you pleafant enough fo; but you muft keep 
your own head well employed over both fhoul- 
ders, or it may not anfwer at laft. 

Be provided with a horfe block, it is a fine 
affiftant in mounting, and I am amazed any 
gentleman fhould be without one. The only 
danger I know attending it, is, that in your ea- 
gernefs to mount, you may, by over-exerting 
yourfelf, lofe your equipoife, and pitch upon your 
head on the off fide of your horfe. This has fre- 


* I clearly fee the author’s meaning here ; if he travels backwards, 
and the nag’s head was the rizht way, he would never get his diner, 
and it muft be gwrong not to go when invited. Rede Domine. 


F 2 quently 
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quently happened to a friend of mine; but if 
you are cool and temperate, you will take your 
feat with eafe and convenience. By mounting 
thus, you avoid all danger of being kicked, or 
bit which is more likely: as if you are a fhort 
man, by ftretching out your toe, to get it fufh- 
ciently into the ftirrup, you are very apt to tickle 
your horfe under the elbow, and he will then 
infallibly attack you in the rear with his teeth. 
Befides this manifeft advantage in a horfeblock, 
it is a pretty airy ornament to the front of a 
houfe, and moreover, fhews that the mafter of 
it, is a horfeman; which, let me tell you, every 
man that lives by the road fide is not. A horfe 
is fometimes fhy of thefe blocks, if yours fhould 
be fo, talk to him a little, fcratch his nofe, and 
ufe fome gentle endearing method or other ; and, 
I believe, the beft of all is, to bid your foot boy, 
who leads him up to it, give him two or three 
fmart kicks in the belly on the off fide. 

You 
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You are now mounted, and no doubt, anxious 
to fet off: here then, obferve my advice. 

Before ever your horfe gets into motion, clap 
both your {purs into him pretty fharp : this will 
fet him a going for the whole day, and fhew him 
you have fpurs on, which, if he did not know, 
he might incline to be idle. I do not think 
there can be a more approved mode of fetting 
off than this is, but I muft caution you, that the 
furprize will generally caufe your horfe to break 
wind, and with a pretty fimart explofion too : * 
Let not this ruffle you; + many a worthy man 
has loft his feat by fo fudden an alarm: but ufe 
will foon reconcile you to it, as it does the rifing 
ofa covey of birds to a young fportfman. Thus, 


eee 


* Indecent in a high degree. 

+ This is the fecond time the Author talks of a worthy man; pof- 
fibly he means a man worth a good deal of money, alluding to our 
cockneys. But he fhould be more explicit’ when he treats on fo ferious 
a fubje€&t. Worthy, or unworthy, a man fhould not lofe his life for a 


then, 


fore tail or a f—t. 
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then, you go off with eclat, provided nothing 1s 
in your horfe’s way, and if there is, you have put 
him fo on his mettle, he will probably leap over 
it. Indeed, it is far from improbable, that he 
may run away with you, but if he does, you 
will make a moft {pirited appearance, as my inge- 
‘nious elucidator fhews you in the annexed plate. 
When a man is once well run away with, the 
firt thing that occurs to him, I imagine, 1s. how 
to ftop his. horfe; but men by no ‘means agree - 
in their -modes ‘of bringing this matter about. 
Some will‘run him:at’a ditch, which [allow to 
be a promifing experiment, if he leaps ill or not 
~at all. Frenchmen, (and the French are excellent 
chorfemen) will ride-againft one anothers, no bad 
-way either: and I haye feen riders make directly 
for a ftable (if a door happens to be open) and 
with. good effect. How Julius Ceefar topped his 
horfe, when he rode with his Mee behind fim, 
a am at a lofs to divine. 


I remem- 
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I remember feeing an ingenious Frenchman 
make four experiments upon Newmarket Heath, 
in only one of which he fucceeded. His horfe 
made away with him whilft Gimcrack was run- 
ning a match, and the Count’s hopes of {topping 
him being but fmall, he contrived to turn him 
acrofs the courfe, and rode flap-dafh at Gim- 
crack, hoping to effect it by a broadfide ; but 
he was too quick for him, and he miffed his aim. 
He then made full at Lord March, but unluckily 
only took him flanting : baffled in this fecond 
attempt, he relied on the Devil’s ditch, as a cer- 
tain check to his career; but his horfe carried 
him clean over, fafe and well: and had not the 
rubbing-houfe prefented itfelf to his view, he af- 
fured me, he believed he fhould have foon 
reached London; dafhing at this, with a true 
French fpirit, he produced the defired effeét ;_ his 
horfe, not being able to proceed, ftopped, and 
that fo fuddenly, that the Earl of Pembroke him- 

fel? 
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felf would have been diflodged, and old New- 
caftle lain with his mother Earth. The Count, 
it is true, came off, but tolerably well; the 
horfe broke his head, and the Count likewife ; 
fo that according to the ancient opinion of two 
negatives making an affirmative, little or no 
harm was done. 
Having faid thus much on the fubject of 
being run away with, it is neceflary I fhould 
decide, for the benefit of my readers, on the 
means I moft approve of for putting a {top to 
fuch doings; and I am clearly for the ftable 
door; if, entering it full fpeed, you fhould be 
afraid of your head, fpread out your legs fuffi- 
ciently, and your horfe will go in without you. 


* * * * * * * * * 


Tn riding the road, obferve in pafling a whifky, 
a phaeton or a ftage coach, in fhort any carriage 
where the driver fits on the right hand, to pafs it on 
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that fide, he may not fee you on the other, and 
though you may meet with a lath in the eye, 
what is the lofs of an eye to a leg or perhaps 
a neck, 

Should a man on horfeback be on the road, 
and leading another horfe, always dath by the 
led one, you might otherwife fet the man’s horfe 
capering, and perhaps throw him off; and you 
can get but a kick or two by obferving my 
inftructions. 

Take care never to throw your horfe down, 
it is an unlucky trick and fit only for boys. 
Many gentlemen of my acquaintance, and I too, 
have been thrown down by our horfes; yet I 
fcarce know an inftance upon record of a gentle- 
man throwing his horfe down; but many have 
complained to me of their fervants doing it for 
them. 

In paffing a waggon or any tremendous equi- 
page, fhould it run pretty near a bank, and there 

G be 
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be but a ditch, and an open country in the other 
fide, if you are on bufinefs and in a hurry, dafh 
up the bank without hefitation; for fhould you 
take the other fide, and your horfe fhy at the 
carriage, you may be carried many hundred 
yards out of your road; whereas by a little effort 
of courage, you need only graze the wheel, fly 
up the bank, and by flipping or tumbling down 
into the road again, go little or nothing out of 
your way. 

I have given you the above hints, fuppofing 
you are now at home enough on horfeback, to: 
ride out alone, and may poffibly be tempted to 
travel the road; as either the lucre of gain, or 
the univerfal paffion, as a celebrated author calls 
the love of Fame, may fend you forth. 

Let me entreat you to examine your tackling 
well at fetting out, particularly from an inn, 
and after dinner: fee that your girths are tight; 
many a good fall have I got by not attending 

to 
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to this. Hoftlers are too apt to be carelefs, and 
ought never to be paid till we fee them the next 
time. * An inftance of a fingular nature occurred 
at Huntingdon a few years fince to the Rev. D. 
B. of Jefus College in Cambridge; which has 
given a difcovery to the world (productive indeed 
of a paper war) but which may turn out benefi- 


cial to mankind, as it proves 3 to be equal to 4. 


* A learned dancing mafter in the univerfity of Oxford, who tauglit 
politenefs alfo, and publifhed a book upon that fubjeét, fixed the fame 
period for paffing a ftile, in fome cafes, that is here judicioufly recom- 
mended for the payment of an hoftler: his precept was, that a well 
bred man meeting apother, on the oppofite fide of a ftile, ought on no 
account to be perfuaded to go over firft. The name of this ingenious au- 
thor was Towle. Had two zealous pupils of his {chool met each othér 
at a ftile, it is fuppofed they muft have concluded their lives on the 
premifes. Unlefs the author had fubjoined to his work that ufeful 
calendar, in which, as the poet conjeétures, fuch periods are afcertained, 

To-morrow — 
It is a Period no where to be found, 
In all the hoary regifters of Time: 
Except perchance in the Fool's Calendar. 


It is a pity that fo defirable an addition has been omitted by the 


G2 The 


Author of this treatife alfo. 
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The Doétor dined at the Crown, it was dufk 
when he fet out northwards: I myfelf faw 3s. 
charged in his bill for wine; this accounts for his 
want of obfervation; for the hoftler’s, I mutt 
attribute it to his having been paid beforehand. 
The Doctor went off at a {purt, pretty much in 
the manner I have recommended, and having 
got clear of the pavement, wifhed to (what is 
called) mend his pace; but his horfe was obdu- 
rate, and all his influence could not prevail. 
The Doétor fancied, at times, he went oddly, 
and therefore brought to, at Alconbury, five 
miles from Huntingdon, and alighted for an 
examination: when he difcoyered that the hoftler, 
through inattention, had buckled up one of the 
horfe’s hind legs in the furcingle : and to this alone 
he had to attribute his hobbling way of going. 
There was an * hoftler at Barnet, who was a 


es ee a 


* James Ripley, many years, and till very lately, hoftler at the 
Red Lion, publifhed a Volume of Letters. 


moralift ; 
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moralift ; poffibly this at Huntingdon was an 
experimental philofopher, and thought an old 
member of the Univerfity the propereft fubjeé@ 
to put his experiment in execution. It certainly 
an{wered, as far as five miles ; but how it would 
fucceed in bringing horfes of different forms, to- 
gether, over Newmarket, I am not competent 
to determine. It feems as if one might work a 
lame horfé thus, and keep his unfound leg quiet. 
If this experiment has been repeated, it has been 
in private, for I have not heard of it ; and I 
much queftion, if it would ever be generally 
adopted; when I fay generally, no reflection 
upon General officers. A timid Major however, 
might keep his horfe in due fubjection on a review 
day, by this method. 


If 
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If I have much varied from the inftructions 
laid down by my fellow countrymen in the art 
of horfemanthip, it’ is poffibly in my  recom- 
mending the fhoulder as the proper place to 
apply the fpurs to. In this, I. am fupported by 
no lefs a man than Virgil; and your Romans 
excelled us-as much in riding as they did in fight- 
ing. Virgil was an eye witnels, and could not 
err, and a man of veracity, and would not lye: 
he tells us the exaét feat of a Roman Dragoon, 
and very fimilar it is to that of our own heavy 
Dragoons. 


“Seu {pumantis equi, foderet calcaribus armos.” 


Find me a Schoolmafter hardened enough to 
deny, that armos fignifies the fhoulders, and 
nothing elfe'’! Had the Duke ‘of Newcaftle or - 
Mr. Angelo underftood a word of Latin, they 
could not have lived {o long in error; and perfe- 


vered 
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vered in prefcribing a feat on horfeback, fo un- 
certain and ticklith as they have done, 

The publication of this work however, will 
doubtlefS have its effect; nor do I much defpair 
of finding many judges (of riding I mean) coa- 
lefce in fentiment with me 3 or of the feat I re- 
commend, being pretty univerfally adopted. For 
as the Poet fays, (I forget where I have met with 
the line) 


“Serius aut citius fedem properamus ad unam,”’* 


I flatter myfelf with the hope, of ftill feeing in 
Hyde Park, a grand difplay of my fyftem of 
equiftation; and not a Sunday flide by, without 
beholding fome promifing eléve 

————__ Fearful to be late, 


Scour the new road, and dafh thro’ Grofvenor 
Gate ; 


ee 


* Very indelicate indeed this quotation. 


Anxious 
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Anxious and fearful too his fteed to fhew, 
The hack Bucephalus of Rotten Row; 
Carelefs he feems, yet vigilantly fly 

Woo’s the ftray glance of ladies paffing by ; 
Whilft his left heel, infidioufly afide, 
Provokes the caper that he feems to chide.” 


The Editor is extremely forry to inform the 
reader, that not a line more was found upon the 
monftrous Craws; but he hopes his friend’s 
abilities appear fufficiently confpicuous, by what 
remains of this inftructive work, 
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The EDITOR to the READER. 


i ieee Public is in high luck to obtain any 
thing more that comes from the pen of Geof- 

frey Gambado. A former publication has nearly 
immortalized him, and I truft the prefent will do it 
completely. It is true this work is chiefly compofed 
of Letters addreft to him, but his remarks and 
replies are added to them; and had it not been 
for Geoffrey, fuch letters had never made their 
appearance ; perhaps never been written. What 
had been fuch a lofs to the community! F will 
venture to affirm that few, very few, have heard 
of fuch extraordinary cafes, fuch novel ideas, 
and fuch obvious and falutary advice as are 
contained in the following pages. Were I to 
mention 
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mention the odd place in which I found the MSS. 


ee : : - 
copy of this work, it might create laughter 
<* A paffion hateful to my purpofes :” 


For having the fafety of man’s neck in my eye 
at this prefent writing, I think it no laughing 
matter; and fhall therefore deem it fufficient to 
fay, I have found it, and have now the fatis- 
faction of laying it before the world. 

A paltry publication has lately made its ap- 
pearance, on the fame conftruction as this. It 
is a periodical thing, entitled The Annals of 
Agriculture, and will, I dare fay, be of much 
ufe in the chandlers fhops. This too, like 
Geoffrey’s edifying collection of letters, treats on 
propagation, cultivation, prefervation, the good 
of the nation, Pc. &c. But when we once 
confider for a moment the different objects the 
authors claim our attention in behalf of---Should 
even a potatoe enter the lifts with a poney, my 
blood rifes---my choler is excited. 

| Talk 
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Talk of propagation! Would the blockheads 
have us hefitate between a horfe chefnut, and a 
chefnut horfe! Common fenfe forbids it (parti- 
cularly as it is to be the fafhionable colour in har- 
ne{s this time five years); and as for prefervation--- 
Which fhould humanity firft extend her arm to 
fave? A cabbage or a cockney---A captain or a 
cauliflower? For thefe reafons I lament feeing, ‘ 
monthly, the names of feveral refpectable friends 
of mine, affixed to a work of fuch fubordinate con- 
fideration. Had they {pent as much time in riding 
upon turnips, as they have in writing upon them, 
they might ere now ‘have belonged to the firft 
hunts in the country, and moft fafhionable clubs in 
town. But I fear the filk purfe and the fows ear 
are but too applicable to moft of them. 

In the ladies, however, Geoffrey will undoubt- 
edly find warm advocates. Thofe lovely creatures, 
who delight fo much in the propagation of their 
own beautiful fpecies, will ever fupport the Ani- 
mal Syftem in preference to the Vegetable; nor 

watte 
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wafte their precious time and confideration on a 
carrot, which may be fo much better employed 
in furnifhing a cradle. 

And whilft the frantic farmers that furnifh their 
ftuff for the Annals of Agriculture, fhall be 
puzzling their brains to preferve a ragged flock of 
fheep from the rot, the fair fex fhall be more 
nobly employed in the prefervation of beauty, and 
what is more puzzling, though we daily fee it 
attempted---the prefervation of even The Human 
Face Divine, itfelf. 

Emboldened by thefe confiderations, that the 
Annals of Horfemanfhip will fpeedily drive the 
Annals of Agriculture out of the houfe of every 
man and woman of tafte and feeling, I do not 
hefitate to forefee. From his anfwers to fome of 
the following letters it appears, that Mr. Gambado 
was fomewhat irritable, as in a poftfcript, page 
he rather {nubs his correfpondent for afking his 
advice. Jt fhould likewife feem that he was at 
this time rather fhort of cafh, for he appears to 


have 
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have given advice for a fee; and once, if I recol- 
lect, treats of bad fhillings. This, indeed, might 
a little four his natural difpofition, which I have 
reafon to believe, from his phyfiognomy, was 
placid and amiable. I am told he feldom rode 
himfelf; and the only time he went fix miles on 
horfeback, he wore a pair of Diaculum drawers. 
That fuch an author fhould be no rider may 
appear marvellous at firft, but, on reflection, we 
mutt acknowledge that we daily find people fpeak- 
ing and writing on what they know nothing at all 
about. Herein Geoffrey exceeds all I ever heard 
of: for fuch a book of knowledge as his Academy 
for Grown Horfemen, never yet made an appear- 
ance in the world. 

The Editor, therefore, of The Academy for 
Grown Horfemen has now to congratulate the 
public on the difcovery of another work from the 
pen of the much-admired Geoffrey Gambado; a 
work that contains fome of the moft ufeful and 
extraordinary experiments, perhaps, ever made in 


Horfemanthip : 
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Horfemanfhip: feveral curious cuftoms and opi- 
nions of ingenious gentlemen, little known to the 
world, and fome collected from very choice, but 
remote publications ; together with (what will be 
no doubt efteemed invaluable), Geoffrey’s moft 
ingenious fuggeftions, and prefcriptions towards 
the removal of every difficulty and danger inciden- 
tal to that moft noble art: his anfwers to fome 
queries put to him, and _ his criticifms on others 
that were un-anfwerable. 

By the putting forth of this work the public muft 
be let into much ufeful knowledge. The many 
practical attempts and atchievements herein record- 
ed prove, beyond a doubt, that fuch things have 
been; and having been, that in all probability fuch 
things are. And even thofe experiments that have 
not been attended, hitherto, with perfect fuccefs, 
may yet, like balloons, turn out to the moft valu- 
able account, «when taken into hand by more 
fkilful philofophers. The Editor here begs Leave 
to remark, that the Diaculum Drawers above- 


mentioned. 
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mentioned, are the only fabrics of the kind he 
ever heard of, and verily believes they are hither- 
to non-defcript. He has fome reafon to think 
they are yet extant (and fhould they be, they 
are worthy the fearch of the Dilettanti); for a fort 
of flannel breeches, apparently prepared in the 
fame manner, but much damaged by time, &ec. 
were laft week offered to the Leverian Mufeum, 
but are faid, for delicate reafons, to have been 
rejected by the proprietor as unfit for exhibition. 
What falfe delicacy! when the man pefters us 
every day with a non-defcript in the papers ; fome 
old ftinking fifh, that never could be of fervice to 
man, woman, or beaft! whereas the drawers, like 
the North-weft paflage, if they could be once 
difcovered, might prove hereafter of the greateft 
fundamental confequence to mankind at large, the 


Venetians only excepted, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TT T clearly appears from the Preface 

to the following Work, that it was 
compiled prior to Mr. Gambado’s ap- 
pointment of Mafter of the Horfe to 
the Doge of Venice; for it feems he 
had never at that time been above fix 
miles from home. 

To moft of the Plates the Editor has 
thought fit to fuljoin Latin mottos, 
as an elucidation of them to fuch of 
his Readers as do not underfland 
Enghfo; and fuch he may perhaps 


meet with, 
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GEOFFREY GAMBADO 
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I FLATTER myfelf the following compilation 
will not prove unwelcome to the Public; it 
blends information with amufement, and confirms 
how general is the thirft for knowledge in-the pre- 
fent times, which is not to be idly checked by the 
lofs of a limb or a life. The adventurers of this 
age are divided into two clafles---per mare, per 
terras---of which latter defeription are my corre- 
fpondents. Thefe of the former, fancy they dif- 
cover much, by being at fea for months together 
without fight of land---by the wanting wineand wa- 
ter,and getting neither---butat length efpying fome- 


thing like an ifland unknown ; it is perhaps more 
D like 
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like an owzle than any one laid down in the charts. 
They do actually difcover, however, that the na- 
tives will not let them go afhore, and that they 
muft return as wife as they came. They difcover 
that they have little left to eat, and lefs to drink ; 
that they muft live by fucking each others fhirts 
for half a year, arrive miraculoufly at home, and 
write a book about it. 

My Correfpondents are of a different ftamp ; 
they difcover that there is much left unfound out 
at home, and feem to be meritorioufly employed 
in confequence. Going abroad, with them, I take 
to be only going out of the houfe and feeing the 
world, a laudable ride of a dozen miles. This 
opinion of feeing the world tempts me to digrefs 
a little. My apothecary, a man of knowledge 
and judgment, but who, no more than myfelf, had 
ever been above fix miles from home, being 
obliged to vifit a patient at the diftance of twenty, 
actually returned in amazement, and affured me, 
he could not have thought the world was fo big. 

Thefe 
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Thefe were his very words---and was not it mighty 
natural ? 

To fhew how much of the natural he had in 
him, I cannot refrain from adding, that, having 
paft a turnpike or two, for the firft time, in this 
excurfion, he was in raptures at the piety of the 
people thereabouts; for he told me, that they had 
the Belief and the Ten Commandments painted 
upon blue boards at every gate---though he paft 
through and could not read them, having left his 
fpectacles at home. 

Pardon, gentle Reader, this digreffion, which 
has informed you of an anecdote rather extraordj- 
nary. If you do not believe it, and fhould find 
out the fubjeét, who was himfelf the narrator ; 
don’t venture to tell him fo---He is a paflionate 
man, rather inclined to let blood, and may per- 
haps, if you commit yourfelf to him, put you to 
death. 

To return to bufinefs---The letters I have re« 
ceived have required a clever arrangement ; and [ 

thought 
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thought it better to add my anfwers, or remarks, 
immediately to each, than to huddle the letters 
into one part, and the anfwers into a fecond, 
Cuts were alfo thought neceflary towards the 
clearing up of fome of the moft blind defcriptions 
of awkward fituations and queer accidents which, 
I confefs, are, here and there, but lamely made out 
by the writers. I wifh my delineator may have 
fucceeded in thofe I fet him to. Several I have 
received, inclofed in letters from the fufferers, or 
experimental philofophers themfelves, many of 
which are frightfully defcriptive. 

I requeft my Readers will be more attentive to 
what is contained in the following pages, than they 
were tomy Hiftory of Cruppers, this beingof amuch 
more ferious tendency---and a publication that for 
its falutary or wholfome advice ought to be printed 


for brafs *. Some of the letters, indeed, border 


* Left the Printer fhould forget his erratum, I muft fuggeft, that 
Mr. G. could never mean For but In brafs. 
Mr. G. mentions his Hiftory of Cruppers—a work new to my ears— 
but I fhall be diligent in my fearch after it. « 
on 
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on frivolity, and fome even on folly; but as they 
may divert, though they will not inftruét, I fhall 
not omit them; for bread, though taftelefs, makes 
a favory difh go down the better. And that this 
book may go down, I mean with the Town, now, 
and to Pofterity by and by, when it has ferved its 
time and my turn here (for I expect fome fame 
from it), is the very earneft with of, courteous 
Reader, your very faithful humble Servant, 


G. GAMBADO, 


LETTER rue PIRS TF 


Mr. GamsBapo! 


Return you my moft hearty thanks for the 
I very falutary advice you fent me laft month, 
from which I have derived much improvement, 
and fhould have acknowledged fooner, had I 
made fufficient trial of the fine machine you re- 
commended in fuch warm terms. My Hobby, as I 
told you before, is an admirable animal, and finely 
calculated for a penfive man, like myfelf, to take 
the air upon. It wasa pity he was fo prone to tum- 
ble, and that too, in ftony roads the moft; for he 
was otherwife bordering on perfeétion. So I fent 
for a carpenter, on the receipt of your recipe, and 
had a large Puzzle of Oak made for him, after 

the 
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the pattern of thofe worn by the Squire’s Pointers 5 
and I have found it anfwer prodigioufly. 

I have had nothing like a bad fall lately, ex- 
cept one day in cantering over a ploughed field, 
where, upon a blunder, the machine entered the 
ground with fuch force as to introduce a portion 
of the Hobby’s head along with it.. We came 
clean over, and for fome time I thought my 
Hobby’s neck was broke. I did not mind it my- 
felf, but I fhall take care in future always to gal- 
lop on the hard road, and then fuch another ca- 
taftrophe cannot enfue. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very obfequious humble Servant, 


CaLes Cassock. 
Eyer, Surro.r. 


P.S. 1 forgot to tell you my Parifhioners flare at me a 
good deal: The Machine has an odd appearance, I own; but 
not altogether unpi€turefque. I got the Drawing-mafter of 
Mr. Birch’s fchool to fend you a fketch of me. It is efteemed 
a likenefs. That of the Hobby is rather flattering. 

q I have 


TRQ. 
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Thave fent you alfo a fketch of my Puzzle for Dog and 


Horfe, and a {cheme for puzzling a Chriftian, 
C. C. 


MY REMARKS, 


I am happy to find the Puzzle has anfwered fo well; and 
I doubt not, now it has been tried and approved by fuch a 
tight-headed, Reverend Gentleman, one who is alfo fo good a 
horfeman, and underftands all the matter fo well, that, by 
producing his name, I fhall be able to get a patent for it, 
which cannot but prove very lucrative; for who has the horfe 
that he will {wear will never tumble down? 

This I believe would be a queftion that would pofe (upon 
oath) every man on horfeback in Hyde Park on a Sunday, 

Though Dr. Shaw himfelf, who is a great traveller indeed, 
has the modefty to affure us, that the Barbary horfes never lic 
down; yet even he has not the effrontery to fay that chey never 
tumble dowal 

I received the fketches of the Puzzles for Dogs and Horfes ; 
and hold it fit an etching fhould be made of them, for the 
information of thofe who never faw fuch machines. 

The {chemes for puzzling Chriftians, I fuppofe, dropt out 

F of 
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of the letter, for I never got it. There are, however, fo many 
{chemes of that fort already about town, that it is no lofs, I dare 
fay. G., G. 


My Correfpondent, I believe, did not diflike fitting for his 
picture—there appears fuch an amiable fmirk in his counte- 


nance, and he fays too it is efteemed a likenefs. 


Nete to Letter the Firft. 


Although this Puzzle for a Chriftian, as he calls it, was dropt, I can 
conceive its being of ufe, if put upon one of thofe long ftory-tellers who 
catch hold of your button, and thruft their nofe and mouth in your face, 
when perhaps it is highly neceffary to keep them at arms length. In the 
adjoining Plate, therefore, are delineated not only the Canini and Equef= 
trian, but alfo the Chriftian Puzzle. 


LETTER 


LETTER Tue SECOND, 


SIR, 


Wo fame having reached us here, I fet 
down with pleafure to write to a man who 

I am certain will haye an equal pleafure in fatisfy- 
ing the doubts that now occupy my mind. I 
would proceed and {ftate every difficulty I find in 
the treatment and guidance of a horfe, to which 
animal I confefs I am rather an alien, although 
I have happily attained (yefterday it was) my 
thirty-fifth year. I was bred to a bufinefs that 
debarred me from an amufement for which I feem 
formed by nature, being, Sir, very fhort in the fork, 
and what our wits call duck legged, and all my 
weight lying atop: and it was not till I emerged, 
as I may fay, from the counting houfe, that I could 
make a trial of my abilities as a horfeman. I 
really 
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really think I am going on well, that I am ina 
{tate of daily amendment and progreflive improve- 
ment. ‘The queftions I have to put to you Sir 
are fo fhort and fimple that I will not divert 
your attention from them a bit longer, but put 
them down as they arife—they require nothing 


but an anfwer. 


QUERIES. 


x. What part of my horfe muft I lay hold of to help 
me up, for his mane is cut off? 

2. If he will turn to the left when I want to go to the 
right, how can I help it? 

3. If he flips his girths, and the crupper is of no ufe, what 
will fupply its place ? 

4, Should he tumble down by day-light, whether you think 
he would in the dark ? 

5. What a breaft-plate is? We have heard of it here, but 
our Sadler does not know how tomake one. The Adjutant of 
the Militia fays it is a fort of armour, to prevent the horfe hurting 
himfelf by running againft a waggon or a wall. But I fay it 
can’é be ; becaufe the horfes head fhould be armed, as that 


would 
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would hit the wall firft, and prevent his breaft receiving 
any damage. Pray folve this by return of poft, as many 
betts are depending on it at our next Club. 

6. How can I keep a horfe cheap? 

7- What is my beft way to fell a bad horfe, if I don’t 
like him? 


Thefe are a few of the trifling queftions I thall 
beg leave to trouble you with from time to time: 
and as it will be extremely eafy, and, I dare fay, 
agreable to you, to anfwer them, I thall make no 
apology but with my affurance that I am, Sir, 

Your devoted and very humble Servant, 


SAMUEL FILLAGREE. 
G, Gambado, E/7. 


This fellow, with his affurance, appeared to be fuch a 
puppy; I could not anfwer him for fome months; indeed 
his queries rather pofed me ; but his fees came in faft, and 
I was fain to folve them as well as I could. 

The firft I left to his better judgment, only fuggefting 
that the car of the horfe and the pommel of the faddle 

G were 
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were all that offered themfelves in lieu of a mane, if his 
horfe had none. 

The fecond I could not affift him in. 

The folly of the third raifed my choler; and involving 
with it the fifth, I had rot patience to enter on either of 
them; fo I fear the betts at the Club are not yet decided. 

The fourth and fixth were extremely eafy to be anfwered}; 
I never met with two queries more fo, But the feventh, fkil- 
ful as 1am, I confefs Icould not reply to, to my Cortefpond-~ 
ent’s fatisfaGtion: and I fhall be much bound to any of my 
Readers, who will tell me, how the bufinefs therein ftated 
is to be brought about; being ever open to conviction, and 


not yet too old to learn. 
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From a Half-way Houfe between Camsxipor and NEwMARKET. 
SIR, Marcu 26, 1789. 
AVING long been earneftly engaged in the 
ftudy of mathematical fcience, and being 
fond of riding, two purfuits ufually thought incom- 
patible, I have been enabled, by means of this fin- 


gular 
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gular union, to {trike out fome important difco- 
veries in both branches. The mathematical im- 
provements in riding will, I hope, deferve a place 
in the Annals of Horfemanthip: my equeftrian dif- 
coveries in mathematics you muft permit me to 
referve for the Ladies Diary. 

My love for equeftrian agitation is, I believe, 
more general than that of any other perfon ; for 
whatever fatisfaction may be ufually experienced 
by riders while they continue on the backs of their 
horfes, I have never yet met with or been in- 
formed of one, who received any fenfible delight 
from the circumftance of being violently projected 
from the faddle. But here, Sir, from my paflionate 
fondnefs for the mathematics, I enjoy a manifeft 
advantage. From the concuffions, repercuffions, 
and every other kind of compound motion which 
can be generated confiftently with the due fupport 
of the centre of gravity, I enjoy, I will venture to 
fay, at leaft as much fatisfaétion as any other 
rider: and at the time of being thrown off, or, in 


more 
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more proper language, projected from the horfe, I 
experience a peculiar delight in recollecting that, 
by the univerfal laws of projeCtiles, I muft, in my 
flight through the air, defcribe that beautiful conic 
fe€tion, a parabola. 

After fome accidents of this nature, I have been 
fortunate enough, notwithftanding the violent 
re-action of the ground in confequence of the 
ftrong action of my fkull againft it, to preferve 
my fenfe fufficiently to beable to afcertain the curve 
fo generated by my body to defcribe it on paper, 
and demontftrate its peculiar properties: and am not 
without hope, if I can meet with horfes not too 
fure-footed, by frequent experiments, to determine 
what kind of parabola it is fafeft to defcribe ; 
which problem will, I apprehend, be found very 
ferviceable in practice, at the City Hunt in Eafter 
week, and during the celebration of Epfom races. 

Not long ago, by a particular convulfion of the 
animal from which I was fo fortunate as to fall, I 
was very irregularly thrown to the earth, but had 


the 
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the fatisfaction afterwards to difcover that the 
curve defcribed in my fall was a fegment of a very 
eccentric ellipfe, of which the faddle was one 
focus ; and that it was nearly, if not exaétly, the 
fame with the path of the comet now expected to 
return. And once, by a fuccuffation ftill more 
anomalous, I was happy enough to defcribe a new 
curve, which I found to poflefs fome very amazing 
properties ; and I hope effectually to immortalize 
my own name, by calling it Eémma’s firft Hippo- 
piptic * curve. 

The firft equeftrian problem that I ever fet my- 
felf to difcover was this; ‘ When by pulling the 
reins you prevent a horfe from falling, where is 
the fulcrum or prop?---and how is the horfe’s 
centre of gravity prevented from being thrown 
beyond the bafe of his legs?” I will not trouble 


you now with the particulars of this difficult in- 


* Hippopiptic expreffes the mode of the curye’s generation in falling 
from a horfe:—from Hippos, a horfe, and pipto, to fall. I call it fir, 
becaufe I hope by the fame means to difcover more hereafter. 


H veftigation ; 
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veftigation ; but fhall only fay, that it turned out 
greatly to the honour of demipique faddles; which, 
accordingly, in the Mathematical Elements of 
Riding, that I mean hereafter to publifh, I fhall 
recommend very f{trongly in a Corollary. 

A learned Student in Mathematics has long 
publithed his ability and defire to conftruct breeches 
upon geometrical principles *. 

Mr. Nunn is certainly ingenious, and _ his 
breeches, a few falient angles excepted, admirable ; 
but the artift who fhould make bridles, faddles, 
and other equeftrian paraphernalia, by the rules 
of pure mathematics, would render a much more 


praife-worthy fervice to the Public. For if the 


* Mr. Nunn’s advertifement is as follows: 
“* BREECHES-MAKING improved by GEOMETRY.” 


«« Thomas Nunn, Breeches-maker, No. 29, Wigmore-ftreet, Caven- 
difh-fquare, has invented a fyftem on a mathematical principle, by which 
difficulties are folved, and errors corrected: its ufefulnefs for eafe and 
neatnefs in fitting, is incomparable, and is the only perfec rule for that 
work eyer difcovered. Several hundreds (noblemen, gentlemen, and 
others) who have had proof of its utility, allow it to excel all they 
ever made trial of.” 


flimfy 
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flimfy leather of breeches require geometrical cut- 
ting, how much more neceflary mutt it be to the 
tough hide which forms the bridle? and to what 
purpofe will the geometry in the breeches operate, 
if the faddle, by which they are to be fupported, 
and whofe fuperfices they are to touch in as many 
points as poflible, be formed ungeometrically ? But 
I forbear to expatiate on a matter as plain as an 
axiom of Euclid ; trufting, that whoever can 
perceive the utility of geometrical breeches, will 
readily argue, @ fortiori, to the abfolute neceflity 
of geometrical faddles and bridles. 

Purfuing my principles, I have demonftrated 
what is the right line to be drawn by the mathe- 
matical rider in every difficult fituation. In afeend- 
ing a horfe’s back, at what angle to extend the 
moveable leg, while the fixed one is refted in the 
ftirrup: in leaping, how to regulate the ofcillation, 
or balancing, of the body, by attending carefully 
to that fundamental point which is your centre 
of motion: in ftarting, how to difpofe of the 

fuperfluous 
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fuperfluous momentum, and thereby to preferve in 
full force the attraction of cohefion between rump 
and faddle : in rearing, at what angle, formed by 
the horfe’s back with the plane of the horizon, it 
is moft advifable to flide down over his tail ; 
which, I maintain, is the only expedient that can 
be practifed with a mathematical certainty of 
being fafe: thefe, and many other important fe- 
crets, I am ready, at any time when called upon, 
to communicate. One I cannot even now with- 
hold, which is this: that there is no good or truly 
geometrical riding, unlefs the legs be extended 
perfectly in ftraight lines, fo as to form tangents 
to the cylindrical furface of the horfe’s body: in 
a word, to refemble, as much as poflible, a pair of 
compaffes fet aftride upon a telefcope ; which I 
conceive to be the perfect model of mathematical 
riding. 

But befides this application of pure geometry, 
it has often ftruck me, that too little ufe is made, 
in riding, of the principles of mixed mathematics. 

Confider 
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Confider, Mr, Gambado, the fix mechanical powers! 
the /ever, the wheel and axle, the pulley, the inclined 
plane, the wedge, and the fcrew; and reflect with 
what advantage all thefe may be applied to the 
ufes of Horfemanthip. By means of a sever, 
having an elevated fulcrum raifed on the pommel 
of the faddle, an entire {top might be put to the 
practice of falling ; except where the practi- 
tioner fhould voluntarily take a tumble, for the 
exprefs purpofe of ftudying the Parabola, or Hip- 
popiptic Curve. The wheel and axle is already 
applied in the ufe of horfes, though not in any 
branch of Horfemanfhip, except the driving of 
poft-chaifes ; but is alfo found fo efficacious in 
preventing falls, that where a horfe has been ufed 
to that affiftance, it is not reckoned fafe to ride 
him without. The application of the wedge might, 
undoubtedly, very materially improve the art of 
figging. The /crew might, with advantage, be 
applied to the direction of the horfes head with 
more exattnefs, and confequently enable the rider 

I to 
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to guide his courfe with mathematical accuracy. 
The inclined plane might happily be introduced to 
facilitate the backward flide of the rider at the 
time of rearing, as above mentioned. And a 
fyftem of pu/hes, in the nature of Mr. Smeaton’s, 
by giving the rider a force equal to the action of 
many thoufand pounds weight, might for ever put 
an end to the dangerous vice of running away. 

By the ufe of the principles of aftronomy, I 
have invented a mode of taking the exadt altitude 
of any horfe, at two obfervations ; and am at pre- 
fent at work on a Hippodromometer *, to afcertain 
the velocity of his courfe in the very act of 
riding. . 

But while I boaft, and, I truft, with reafon, of 
thefe difcoveries, I muft candidly confefs that a 
rigorous attention to theory has fometimes be- 
trayed me into practical errors. When my horfe 


has been pulling earneftly one way, my own in- 


* From Hippos a horfe, dromos a courfe, and metrein to meafure. 


tention 
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tention being at the fame time to go another, I 
have pulled ftrongly at right angles to the line of 
his courfe; expecting, from the laws of compound 
motion, that we fhould then proceed, neither in 
the line of his effort nor of my pull, but in an 
intermediate one, which would be the diagonal of 
the parallelogram, of which our forces were as the 
fides ; but have always found that this method 
produced a rotatory inftead of a re¢tilinear motion. 
When a horfe has run away, I have, to avoid the 
watte of force in my own arms, calculated the ne- 
ceflary diminution of it in his legs ; but, unfortu- 
nately, eftimating it as the fquares of the diftances 
multiplied into the times, I was frequently dafhed 
againft walls, pitched over gates, and plunged into 
ponds, before I difcovered that it is not as the 
fquares of the times, but merely as the times. I 
mention thefe circumftances by way of caution to 
other theorifts ; not being at all difcouraged my- 
felf by fuch trifling failures, and hoping, by your 
afliftance, to convince the world that no man can 

ever 
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ever become a perfect rider, unlefs he has firft 
made mathematics his hobby-horfe. You will 
pardon this innocent play of words on a fubje& 
fo ferious, and believe me to be, Sir, with great 
efteem, 
Yours, &c. 
HaABaKKUK ANGLE. 


LETTER tHe FOURTH. 


Jo Mr. G. GAmBavo. 

SIR, 3 
Want your advice, and hope you will give it 
me, concerning a horfe I have lately bought, 
and which does not carry me at all in the fame 
way he did the man I bought him of. Being re- 
commended to a Dealer iui iioorhelds (who I 
rather think is no horiefter than he ought to be), 
I went to him, and defired to look into his ftable, 
and fo he took me in; with a long whip in his 
hand, which he faid was to wake the horfes that 
might 
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might perhaps be afleep, as they were but juft 
arrived from a long Journey, coming frefh from 
the breeders in the North. There were fome 
fine looking geldings, I thought, and I pitched 
upon one that I thought would fuit me; and fo 
he was faddled, and I defired the Dealer to mount 
him, and he did, and a very fine figure the geld- 
ing cut ; and fo the people in the ftreet faid ; and 
a decent man, in a fcratch wig, faid, the man 
that rode him knew how to make the moft of 
him; and fo I bought him. But he goes in a 
different manner with me, for inftead of his 
capering like a Trooper, he hangs down his head 
and tail, and neither whip nor {pur can get him 
out of a fnail’s gallop. And I want to know 
whether by law I muft keep him, as he is not 
certainly the horfe I took him for; and there- 
fore I ought to have my money again. 
The Limner in our lane was with me when 
I bought him, and has taken a picture of him 
as he was with the Dealer on his back, and 
K another 
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another as he now goes with me upon his back; 
by which you will fee the difference, and judge 
better how to advife me upon it. 
I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 
Toxpias HIGGINS. 


LAVENDER Row, SHOREDITCH. 


Pleafe to dire& to Mr. 7, H. Back-maker; or it may go 


to my Namefake, the Turncock, 


ae to Weber the Fourth. 
SIR, 
TPON : a “frit © SeaiiAtion of the two pictures 


by. the Limner in your lane, I am. clear 


© you are i ine pofleffion of the identical horfe you 
intended to purchafe, although he does not exhibit 
quite fo. ‘much agility under you, or make fo’ 
tearing a figure as when mounted by Mire 
who. Ve am well acquainted with, and who, you may 
“depend v upon, is as. honeft a: man.as any that deals in 
~ horfe fleth.. “You could have no right to return 
the horfe if he went no better than one with his 


legs 


ee ey 


By: 5 52 


& 


~ 
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legs tied. You ftand in the predicament of Lord 
P. 


when he found he could not make him {peak, 


» who gave twenty guineas for Punch, and 


profecuted the Puppet-fhew-man; but my Lord 
Chief Juftice adjudged the man to keep his money, 
and my Lord, his Punch, although he could not 
get a word out of him. 

My opinion is, Sir, as you afk it: that the 
decent man in the fcratch wig made a very fenfible 
remark, when he obferved, that my friend Mr. —— 
knew how to make the moft of a horfe, and I am 
fatisfied that you, Sir, know with equal facility, 
how to make the leaft of one. 

I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 
G. Gampapo, 


P.S. Iam forry to add, my Maid tells me, that two fhil- 


lings out of your five were very bad ones. 


LETTER 


TE Sb Re ise) Shen ae. 


To G. Gamgapo, E/q. 


SIR, 

S I confider you, both from your fituation 
and eminence in the fcience of Horfemanthip, 
as the fuperior and patron of all Riding Matters, 
permit me, an humble member of that honourable 
profeffion, to requeft your countenance in my 
endeavours to diffufe the noble and ufeful accom- 

plifhment over the whole kingdom. 

It is well known that many of his Majefty’s 
faithful fubjects, whofe occupations oblige them 
daily to figure as Equeftrians; fo far from having 
been inftruéted in the art of Riding, are totally 
ignorant that any fuch art, or rather fcience, exifts. 
For the benefit of thefe, I propofe publifhing a 
Treatife on Horfemanfhip, confined to the lower 
claffes of life. 

The 
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The firft part I fhall dedicate to the inftruGtion 
of that very numerous and brilliant fraternity, called 
London Riders, or Bagfters; who cut, or rather (as 


my Lord Chefterfield will have it) make fo fmart 


a figure ina country town; for thefe gentlemen, I 
propofe to point out and demonftrate, from irrefra- 
gable principles, the handfomeft manner of riding 
behind their bags, with the genteeleft method of 
rolling, ftrapping, and carrying their great coats, 
In a fhort digreflion, and a few marginal notes, I 
intend to drop fome hints, inftruéting butchers in 
the fmarteft fafhion of carrying a tray, whether 
loaded or empty. 

I thall likewife rifque a few thoughts refpecting 
the theory and practice of the art of riding before 
a lady on a double horfe, vulgarly termed @ /z 
gormagon, with fome neceflary inftructions thereon ; 
a due attention to which matters has more than 
once tranfplanted a coachman from his box, or a 
footman from behind the coach, and placed him 
in the carriage by the fide of his Miftrefs, 

JL, I pro- 
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I propofe alfo to devote part of my labours to 
the fervice of the fair fex, in compofing a fet of 
eafy rules for riding gracefully between a pair of 
panniers, and fupporting a butter bafket in the moft 
elegant ftile; a thorough poffeffion of thefe at- 
tra€tions may draw the attention of the fox-hunt- 
ing Squires, and poflibly raife the Lady poffefling 
them, to the dignity of Spoufe to his Worfhip the 
Juttice. 

That nothing may be wanting, I propofe to 
appropriate a few pages to the art of fitting po- 
litely in carriages, with the moft becoming attitudes 
adopted to each vehicle. Among others, the politeft 
manner of airing, ev famille, in a gig, accompanied 
with a hufband and three children ; and, as there is 
no fituation wherein art cannot be advantageoufly 
employed, I fhall give a few precepts for the moft 
advantageous difplay of the perfon on a hay, pea, or 
duft cart. For the ufe of both fexes, I had alfo 
digefted a few hints and direCtions, pointing out the 


molt folemn and affecting manner of riding in a cart 


Up 
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up Holborn Hill, from Newgate to Tyburn; but 
the late adoption of the New Drop has made them, 
in a great meafure, ufelefs in London; they may 
however be ferviceable to perfons under fimilar 
circumftances in country towns. As foon as [ 
have put my work together, I  fhall beg your 
opinion of it; being, Sir, 

Your humble Admirer, and moft obedient Servant, 


James La Croure, 


The above Work, if well executed, promifes to make a 
very pretty Supplement to mine. 
G. Gamsavo, 


LETELER dE). Sie ee 


SIR, 
EING informed that you are now at home, and 
defirous of giving every information in your 
power to thofe who may ftand in need of it, refpect- 
ing their Horfes, I beg leave to fubmit my cafe to 
you ; 
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you ;_ which, confidering how fond I am of the 
chace, you muft admit to be a lamentable one, 
Relying however, Sir, as I do, on your Philanthropy 
(I fhould more properly fay Philippigy), and that 
zeal in the caufe which has fo long chara¢terifed 
you, I make no doubt but the fmall difficulties I 
now labour under will be foon furmounted. 

You muft know, Sir, I am very fond of hunting, 
and live in as finea fcenting country as any in the 
kingdom. ‘The foil is pretty ftiff, the leaps large 
and frequent, and a great deal of timber to get over. 
Now, Sir, my brown horfe is a very capital hunter ; 
and though he is flow, and I cannot abfolutely ride 
over the hounds (indeed the country is fo enclofed, 
that I do not fee fo much of them as I could with), 
yet, in the end, he generally brings me in before the 
huntfman goes home with the dogs; fo, thus far, 
I have no reafon to complain. Now, Sir, my brown 
horfe is a noble leaper, and never gave me a fall in 
his life in that way; but he has got an awkward trick 
(though he clears every thing with his fore legs in 

a capital 


Bt 
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capital ftile), of leaving the other two on the wrong 
fide of the fence; and if the gate or ftile happens 
to be in a found ftate, it is a work of time and 
trouble to get his hind legs over. He clears a 
ditch finely indeed, with two feet, but the others 
conftantly fall in ; that it gives me a: ftrange pain 
in my back, very like what is called a Lumbago ; 
and unlefs you kindly ftand my friend, and inftrué 
me how I am to bring thefe hind legs after “me, 
I fear I fhall never get rid of it. Ifyou pleafe, Sir, 
you may ride him a hunting yourfelf any day you 
will-pleafe to appoint, and you thall be heartily 
welcome. You will then be better’ enabled to give. 
me your advice ; 3 you can’t havea proper conception 
~ of the jerks he will give you, without trying him. ~ 
I am, Sir, with, due refpect, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Nic, Nurtmec, Clerk, 


HINDERCLAY, near BoTEsDALE, 
SuFFOLK. 


P. 8S. Uhope what Ihave enclofed is genteel. 


Mr. Geoffrey Gambado. 
r M LETTER 
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Th ANSWER. 


REVEREND SIR, 


OUR brown horfe being fo good a hunter, 

Y and, as you obferve, having fo fine a notion 
of leaping, I fhould be happy if I could be of any 
fervice in aflifting you to make his two hind legs 
follow the others; but, as you obferve, they feem 
fo very perverfe and obftinate, that I cherifh but 
{mall hopes of prevailing upon them. 
_ Thave look’d, and found many fuch cafes, but 
no cure. However, in examining my papers, I 
have found out fomething that may prove of fervice 
to you, in your very lamentable cafe. 

An Hoftler (or Ofteler, for fo I believe it is 
ufually written, though I find in the moft learned 
DiGtionary in our language, which explains fome 
thoufands of words more than Johnfon, that it 
is yulgarly and improperly written Oftteler, for 

Otfteler, 
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Otfteler, query Oat-ftealer, and this, it muft be 
allow’d, appears.to be the true word), an Ottfteler 
then has informed me, that it is a common trick 
play’d upon Bagfters, or London Riders, when 
they are not generous to the fervants in the Inn, 
for a wicked boy or two:to-watch one of them, as 
he turns out of the gateway, and to pop a buth or 
{tick under his horfe’s tail, which he inftantly brings 
down upon the ftick, and holds it. faft, kicking at 
the fare time at fuch a rate as to diflodge the 
Bagman that beftrides him, (The ‘annexed Plate 
will fhew how the ftick fhould be placed), Here, 
Sir, is a horfe that lifts up his hind legs without 
moving his fore ones; and juft the reverfe, as I 
may fay, of yours ; and, perhaps, the hint may be 
acceptable. Suppofe, then, when your horfe has 
flown over a gate or a ftile in his old way, with his 
fore legs only, you were to difmount, and clap 
your whip, or ftick, properly under his tail, and 
then mount again; the putting him in a little 
miotier will fet him on his kicking principles in a 

, hurry, 
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hurry, and its ten to one but, by this means, you 
get his hind legs to follow the others. You will be 
able, perhaps, to extricate your ftick from its place 
of confinement, when you are up and over (if you 
an’t down) ; but fhould you not, it is but fixpence 
gone. I fend you this as a mere furmife; perhaps 
it may anfwer, perhaps not. 

I thank you for your offer, which is a very kind 
one; but I beg to be excufed accepting it ; all 
my ambition being to add to the theory, with as 
little practice as poffible. 

I am, Rev. Sir, your moft humble Servant, 


G, GamMBADo. 


Rev. Wic. Nutmeg, Hinderclay, Suffolk. 


iV. B. What you enclofed was perfectly genteel, and 


agreeable too. 


Note. 


Mr. Gambado fhews more good writing, at leaft more knowledge of 
what good writing fhould be, in the beginning of the above An{wer, 
than in any of his Letters. The judicious Reader will obferve that the 
Anfwer at firft is an echo of the Letter it replies to. This is approach- 
ing to excellence ; it is bordering on the abilities of a Statefman; for fo 

the 
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the Minifter’s addrefs re-echoes the {pecch from the Throne. Geoffrey’s 
parts appear furely calculated for more places than one; and Ido not 
{cruple to think it poffible, that, with a. proper education, he might have 
been on the Treafury Bench; anda very pretty Statefman, I dare fay, he 
would have made. 


Note. 

The Dictionary above alluded to, is a very deep work : inftead of its 
containing more words by thoufands only than are in Johnfon—Johnfon 
does not give us ten words that are in it—nor does it contain much above 
ten words that are in Johnfon. No family fhould be without it, efpeci- 
ally fuch as have plenty of young Mafters and Miffes in them; for it 
will at once fatisfy any little doubts in their unfledg'd underftandings, 
and let them into all the natural, but vulgar tricks and expreffions that 
they ought to avoid. This admirable Dittionary is entitled a Claffical 
Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue. 


Note. 
If Lord Aboyne fhould lofe his Creft, which I don’t fee how he can 
well do, I would advife him to adopt this print of Mr. Nutmeg’s hunter, 
to which his Lordfhip’s motto is finely applicable. 


‘© Stant cetera tigno.” 


N LETTER 


LETTER trHe SEVENTH. 


Jo G. GAMBADO. E/q. 


SIR; 

EARING much of your knowledge in horfes, 

I beg leave to afk your advice in a bufinefs 
wherein my delicacy as a Gentleman is deeply 
concern’d, and flatter myfelf that you will fenfibly 
feel for my fituation, my future fortune in life in 
a great meafure depending on your decifion. I 
have the happinefs to be well received by a young 
Lady of fortune in this town, who rides out every 
morning, and has had the goodnefs to permit me to 
join her for forne days paft. I flatter myfelf I am 
belov’d; but, Sir, the horfe I ride is my Father’s, * 
and he will not allow me to part with him: and 
this horfe, Sir, has an infirmity of fuch an extreme 
indelicate nature, that our interviews are broke off 
every five minutes, and my dear Mifs Swill 


perhaps 
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perhaps ride away with fome other Gownfinan 
who is more decently mounted. 

I really, Sir, dare not mention, in plain terms, the 
fhocking failing of my horfe ; but, perhaps, if you 
look into Bailey’s Dittionary, you may find it out 
under the article of Wind. Be pleas’d, Sir, to fend 
me a recipe for this horrid infirmity, or I may lofe 
my dear girl for ever. I have tried feveral expe- 
riments, but allin vain; and unlefs you ftand my 
friend, I thall go diftracted. 

Infandum Regina jubes renovare dolorem. 
I am, my dear Sir, 
Ina great fufs, Your’s moft truly, , 
GEORGE GILLYFLower, 


Sr. Joun’s Cort. Camnrince. 


P.8S. Regina is not her name, don’t imagine that. May 
I be allow’d to fay, I am very anxious for an immediate 
anf{wer, as fhe rides out again on Friday next. 


Memorandum. 
In confequence of the above, I fent the cafe to my 
Farrier, who forwarded dire@tly fome powders to Mr. Gilly- 


flower 
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flower with the following Note. ‘The efficacy being fo 


certain, the trifling indelicacy of the prefcription muft be 


excufed. 


Honoured Sir, 

By advice from Mr. Gambado of your horfe’s complaint, 
I have fent you a powder fo ftrong, that if adminifter’d 
night and morning in his corn, will be bold to fay no horfe 
in England fhall ever fart again after Thurfday next. Shall 
be very thankful for your Honour’s cuftom in the fame way 
in future, and your Lady’s too, if agreeable; being, 
Honoured Sir, 

Your Servant to command, 
Jo. Woop. 


At my Houfe at Chefhunt every day. Horfes fhod agreeable to 
nature and according to art. 
G. Gillyflower, Ef. St. fobn's Coll. Cambridge. 


Additional Memorandum. 

I thought it neceflary to employ my Draughtf{man, to 
delineate an interview, between a Gentleman and Lady 
enamourd of each other, mounted on horfes, labouring 
under the infirmity mentioned in the above letter. The 
attitude of the animals, at thefe times, is admirably fingu- 
lar; and has fuch an effeét on the Rider, as always to attrad 
his eyes towards the tail, to fee what is the matter. Indeed 

the 
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‘ the back becomes fomewhat like that ofa camel, until all 
is ventilated. I have feen fo many things of this kind, that 
Tam concern’d for the young Lady’s feelings, on this occa- 
fion, knowing they muft be great. But f{till, thofe feelings, 
well delineated, might have as fine an effeét as Le Brun’s 
Paflions.—I fear, however, my friend Wood, and his prefcrip- 
tions, will be in difgrace ; fora day or two ago, the learned 
Dr. of St. John’s College (the fame to which Mr. 


Gillyflower belongs), call’d on me for an ointment, to make 


the hair grow on his horfe’s tail; and talking about Mr. 
Gillyflower’s horfe, he faid he knew him ; that he had bought 
him out of the Duke of Norfolk’s Stud. I then told the 
Doétor of the awkward infirmity he had; upon which, he 
faid, he was not a bit furpriz’d, for the horfe was got by 
Phlegon, and Phlegon was one of the Sun’s horfes he drove 
in his chariot ; and that Phlegon and the other three were 
all got by the winds*; fo that no Wood in the kingdom 
would be able to get his windy tricks out of him. 

Mr. Gillyflower being a fcholar, might have known as 


much, methinks. 
GIG, 


* Naturum (obferved the Doctor) expellas furea tamen ufque recurret. 


oO LETTER 


LET TER tHe 2 Pr@H? oH. 


To the Editor of the Annals of Horfemanfhip. 


Mr. Gamgabo, 

AM a tradefman, in the middling way, and keeps 

a fhop in Holborn, where you may be furnifhed 
with the beft hofe, of all forts, at the loweft prices; 
but being determined to pay every one their own, 
without fwindling, cannot afford to keep a one horfe — 
fhay, or a gigs ; and yet having a wife and daughter 
grown up to woman’s eftate, I could wifh, for 
quietnefs fake, to give them an airing to Highgate, 
Hampftead, or Hornfey, on a Sunday, like the reft of 
my neighbours; but this I cannot cleverly do on a 
fingle horfe, which is all I keeps. I was therefore 
thinking, that as you knows all about thefe here 
things, you might tell me of fome kind of faddle, 
whereby it might be done, for we are all of us little, 
and very flight. I therefore takes the liberty of 


axing 
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axing your advice, and am ready to make you the 
compliment of a pair of beft boot ftockings for it. 

I think it is a fhame the Society of Arts do not 
advertife a premium for finding out fome ceconomical 
{cheme of this nature. Inftead of which, at this 
very time, you have a parcel of fellows who go about 
tea..1ing folks to ride on three horfes at once, when 
as how there are very few, in a moderate line, that 
can afford to keep half a one, 

Iam, yours, &c. 
Timotuy Lec. 


P. 5. 1 have fome notion the Legs are related to the Gam- 


bados. I know we are a-kin to the Boots. 


Th ANSWER. 
Mr. LEc, 


F you can purchafe a very long-back’d horfe, the 
thing you require is very practicable, and by one 
common, and two fide faddles, you may all ride in file, 
or one behind the other; one lady facing to her 
right, 


( 39 ) 


LETTER THE NINTH. 


Jo G. GamBapo, Ey. 
Mr.G AMBADO, 

HE following very fingular affair happening 

in my prefence yefterday, I take the earlieft 
opportunity of informing you of it: in hopes, if 
any other accounts of it fhould reach you, my ftory 
may be heard firft. I was juft come out of my 
parifh church, where I had, indiffolubly I fuppofe, 
united one John Mudd, to one Elizabeth Middle- 
ditch. I was detain’d fome time in the belfry, 
reprimanding my Clerk for fuffering a tribe of 
filthy dogs to be parading the aifle during the 
nuptial ceremony; when, on my entering the 
church-yard, I defcried John, rather too fweet upon 
Elizabeth, and conduéting her among the tomb- 
{tones, under the large apple-trees. I inftantly fallied 
to rout them, which, as I was effecting, I heard anoife 


P of 
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of a tremendous kind, and looking up, faw (its a 
fact) a fierce-looking man, mounted on a horfe of 
great magnitude, prancing in the middle of an 
apple-tree. He fhowered down the pippins like 
hail upon us, and, as I faw he was about to defcend, 
I, for fear of the worft, took to my heels, and was 
home, | believe, in a fhorter time by fome minutes 
than I was the Sunday before, when there was a 
danger of a turbot’s being overdreft. The parifh 
have taken it up ; and, I underftand, ftories of the 
turbot are handed about, to hurt me with the 
Bifhop; and this laft bufinefs of the apple-tree, is 
turn’d into very fhameful fcandal. But the above 
is truth, I am ready to affirm. I have fince heard, 
that the figure and horfe came to the earth, and 
flying over the church-yard wall, were feen no 
more. I have put fome of the Pippins in brandy 
(not for eating), as no doubt they will fetch a high 
price when this ftory is publickly known. I am 
told alfo, that after my taking to flight, John and 
his Mate return’d under the apple-tree, no more 

difmay’d 


* 
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difmay’d than if they had feen a common man a 
horfeback. ot 

I am, Sir, moft affuredly yours, 
G. TackEeM. 


Whether this was fomewhat preternatural or no, I cannot 
determine. I am a good deal ftagger'd in my belief, and 
dare not, at prefent, make publick my opinions. But I 
fhould be glad to hear yours. I have, however, determin’d 


to have the apple-trees down. 


MY OBSERVATIONS. 

This is very hard upon the apple-trees, and harder upon 
thofe that make pies fromthem, The ftory certainly feem’d 
furprizing at firft; and being, I confefs, a little fuperfti- 
tious, I fufpeéted my Divine was none of the over-righteous, 
and that either a fpirit, or his confcience, frighted him. 
But the matter was foon clear’d up, by the receipt of the 
following letter, which came to my hands about five days 


after the other. 


Mr. Sir, 
I forgot your name, and fo got a friend to direét this to 
you. Iam told you are a ufeful man, that you publifh all 


you 
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you receive, and believe all you publifh. Now, if you can 
fwallow this, you will any thing ; though I'll be d—-d if it 
isnot true. Laft Thurfday our hounds ftarted a hare fo fud-~ 
denly, whilft we were chatting and lolling carelefsly, that, 
by G—, my horfe, who pulls like the devil, was off with me 
ina jiffey. As ill luck would have it, the curb broke, and 
he ran ftraight on for the cliffs above the Scar. I wasina 
hell of a ftew, but ftuck faft, and pull’d, and haul’d, to try 
to turn him, but to no purpofe; for he made a fort of a fhy 
towards the cliff, and down we both went, by G—d. As 
good luck would have it, we came plump into a large apple- 
tree, ina church-yard, where we {wung for fome time, but 
the boughs gave way, and brought us fafe and found to land. 
I tipp’d my nag over a broken place in the wall, and foon found 
the hounds again. But the fineft thing of all was, when we 
firft litin the apple-tree, up bounced a fine girl from under- 
neath; and a moment after, ecod ! aig Pudding-fleeves 
himfelf, in full regimentals ; I gave him a tera: and the 
Doétor ran like a hare. You may infert this if you pleafe, 
and as it’s a faét, you may tack my name to it; being, 
Your humble Servant, 
Henry Bowcxe, Jun. 


HunNTscrRAG, 


NoRTHUMBERLAND. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


The above extraordinary affair appeared firft in the pub- 
lick paper at Newcaftle, and was afterwards copied into 
thofe in London; the anecdote of the Clergyman excepted. 
I own I did not give credit to it, until I received the above 
letters, which put it beyond all doubt. For one of my cor- 
re{pondents was the perfon himfelf who made the extraor- 
dinary defcent; and the Doétor, who vouches for it, I 
fhould imagine, had as lieve it had never happened. 

It is indeed worthy a place in thefe Annals, as a very 
fingular accident ; but I know not what knowledge is to be 
derived from it, except, that a down leap is not fo very 
dangerous, provided you have an apple-tree to leap into : 
at the fame time, fuch atree affords but bad thelter for an 
amour, at leaft at the foot of a fteep cliff, as the Doétor 


mui{t admit. 
G. G. 


Q LETTER 


( 44 ) 


LETTER THe TENTH. 


SIR, 


ERMIT me, through the channel of the 
Penny Poft, to addrefs youon a fubject I do 

not entirely underftand; and which you, no doubt, 
from the eminence of your name, are a moft com- 
plete mafter of. I have bought a grey gelding 
lately, which I never had feen out of the {table, 
but he look’d a very grand figure in a ftall, and 
they affured me he was found: fo, Sir, I bought 
him, and the next day mounted and rode him to 
Chifwick. The horfe, Sir, I prefumed went oddly; 
and I got the hoftler of the King of Bohemia to 
get up inftead of me, and let me fee him go. He 
went extremely well with his fore legs, juft 
clearing the ground ; but he lifted up his hind 
ones as if he was dancing, or drunk: it is the moft 


fantaftic 


ANNALS OF HORSEMANSHIP. 45 


fantaftic way of going I ever faw; and I fent, and 
faid I fhould return him: the gentleman faid no--- 
that a horfe could not go too much above his 
ground ; and if it was with his hind legs, it was 
better he fhould do fo, than trip before and behind 
too. 

I wifh to know your opinion upon this: whether 
I muft take him, or not. I am the joke of the 
road wherever I go, and the blackguards advife 
me to ride him tail foremoft. I don’t love a joke, 
efpecially wherein concern’d myfelf; and rather 
than have another cut upon me, I fhall cut riding 
entirely, and fell this palfrey of mine to the pro- 
prietors of the Brentford Fly. It is a pity, Sir, 
that there is not room in the Leverian, or any other 
Mufeum, to exhibit the extraordinary motions of 
Bipeds and Quadrupeds ; which, I think, are often 
more wonderful than their ftruéture. Had there 
been fuch a convenience, I could have fold my_ 
horfe for a hundred guineas, as a fhew; and pro- 
vided for a damn’d old Uncle of mine, that is 


always 
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always in my way. Awaiting your anfwer, 
Tam, Sir, 
Your moft refpe€tful Servant, 


R. Morecrart, Jun. 
SEETHING Lange, 
Lonpon, 


JV. B. Having juft mentioned what I could fell my horfe 
for, under particular circumftances ; I muft beg you, at the 
fame time, to underftand, that he is at your fervice for five 


guineas, 


G. Gambado. E/y. 


Memorandum to Letter the Tenth. 


I remember anfwering this flippant young gentleman. 
But I could neither make him comprehend, that his horfe 
was aflicted with a double portion of the String Halt, or 
that he was to give me a fee for my trouble. So our corre- 
fpondence clofed. But the horfe is actually to be feen going, 
four times a day, in the Greenwich, not the Brentford, Fly, 
with a dog on his back ; and fo very rare and uncouth is his 
method of handling his hind legs, that I have never fern fo 
extraordinary an inftance of excellence in canine equitation, 

G. G. 


4V.B. The 
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WV. B. The Public to be told, I am not to be trifled with, 
This young gentleman never wanted my adyice, I dare fay ; 
put me to fome expence in letters, about a damn’d horfe, 
which he had better have given to his Uncle at once, for his 
own riding. I don’t love a joke myfelf. 


LETTER tHe ELEVENTH. 


To Mr. Grorrrey GaMBApo, 
SIR, 

HE following Extraét of a Letter from New- 
market fell into my hands lately, near 
Chefter. It contains an account of fo extraordinary 
and fevere a race, and exhibits fuch an inftance of 
bottom in three horfes, as can fcarcely be parellel’d 
in the annals of racing. I hope it comes under the 
defcription that will gain it admittance into your 
publication, I have made much enquiry at New- 
market about it, and can only make out, that the 
Oldeft Jockies fuppofe it to be a letter from the 
R Duke 
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Duke of Wharton to Sir William More, in 
Chefhire, who was his confederate on the turf. 
Ian, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


Joun HayMan. 


LETTER roe TWELFTH. 


Extra of a LETTER from Newmarket. 
Tuurspay. 
s HIS Day the following horfes ftarted for 
the King’s Plate: Lord Godolphin’s b. H. 
Shakefpear, by his Arabian, out of a True Blue 
Mare; Lord Portmore’s b. H. Looby, by Bright’s 
Arabian, out of a Partner Mare; Mr. Panton’s - 
chef. H. Partner, by the Lonfdale Arabian, out of 
afifter to Bonny Black. The betts were 2 to 1, the 
field againft Shakefpear. 
1ft, Heat. Shakefpear took the lead, and fup- 
ported 


a” 
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ported it at his ufual deep rate, thro’ the furzes, to 
the top of Choakjade, with Looby in his quarters all 
the way ; but, in coming down the hill, he ran up to 
him, and they difputed thelead every inch, to the three 
mile poft, where Looby gain’d about halfa length, 
andkept it, till they came over-againft the Well Gap; 
but before they reach’d the diftance poft, it was impof- 
fible to difcern which was firft, and they ran in fo 
clofe together, that it could not be decided which 
won. Partner laid by, pull’d up, and walk’d in. 
ad. Heat. Partner made all the play for the firft 
two miles; and Looby, perceiving that Shakefpear 
did not intend to call upon him, begun to be very 
bufy along the ditch, and gave him fo much trouble 
upon the flat, that juft as they enter’d the cords, 
they were both at laps, and ran it every yard in ; 
but Looby being diftreft by the feverity of this, and 
the firit feat, wa “orc’d to fubmit to his adverfary, 
though with great honor, by halfa neck, This 
rais’'d the odds to 3 to 1 Shakefpear did not win; 


which were accepted by the judicious part of the 


turf, 


—. 
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turf, who relied on the Godolphin blood, and the 
honefty of the True Blues. Shakefpear went away 
brifkly the 3d Heat, clofely purfu’d by Partner, 
while Looby lay too far behind, to profefs difputing 
this heat, as he had bravely done the two firft. They 
were now in the third mile, and Partner had never 
attempted to take the lead; for, as he was confcious 
he had the foot, though not the ftoutnefs of Shake- 
fpear, he intended to referve his pufh as long as 
poflible ;_ but Shakefpear being aware of that, and 
trufting to his bottom, began to make running as he 
croft the ruts, and difplay’d all his power upon the 
flat, with good refolution: but could not conquer his 
adverfary, till the rifing ground from the diftance to 
the winning poft, by means of his fuperior ftrength, 
declar’d the conteft in his favour, by half a length, 
hard run. This brought the betts to even money, 
Shakefpear againft the field. 

The 4th Heat they all jump’d of at fcore, and 
ran the firft two miles as if they intended to tear one 
another to pieces; they then flackened their pace, 


and 
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and came gently together to the flat, when they ran 
at the top of their {peed above half a mile, in which 
they prevail’d by turns; whilft new wagers echoed 
from the Betting Gap and cords every moment. And 
now Shakefpear having indulg’d a little pull, in order 
to have fomething in hand at coming in, was thrown 
two lengths behind, and the other two continued 
clofe together, ftuck and cut every yard, when he 
made a loofe, as his laft effort, and catch’d them 
within twenty yards of the ending poft, dead run, and 
their riders almoft exhaufted ; when Partner broke 
down, and Looby yielded the vidtory, fearcely by 
half the head, and with it his life, for he died imme- 
diately after the heat. 

‘* The weather is extremely fine, abundance of 
good company, and the battle was fo equal, that the 
vanquith’d difdain’d to mourn, and the viétor refus’d 
toetriumph. 

Entered for the Mare’s Plate to-morrow. 

Juliet, full fifter to Shakefpear. 


Cordelia, by Cyprus, out of Bonny Black, 
Ss Violante 
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Violante, by Bay Bolton, out of a Snake Mare. 
Camilla, by the Curwen b. Barb. out of Roxana’s dam. 
Rofalinde, by Childers, out of Brockels by Betty. 

And my chef. Mare, Arethufa. 

“ The chief betts at prefent are; even money 
my mare and Juliet againft the field. They are all 
in fine condition, and it will undoubtedly be a 
fmoking heat, for I fhall order my mare to go off 
at fcore, and run it every yard; you know the’ll 
come through without a pull. As foon as the 
battle is over, I'll fend you an account of the 
victory by Tom, and am extremely forry that 
your indifpofition detains you from your favourite 
diverfion, the turf. 

“* Hannibal is fallen lame, and your horfe will 
win hollow on Saturday. Victim has paid forfeit 
to my young horfe, and I have match’d him with 


Pluto for a thoufand.” 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION. 


This was a race indeed, and worthy recording in my 
Annals. Many thanks to the Correfpondent who commu- 


nicated it, 


G. G. 


ee 


LETTER THe PHI R TEE Te: 


Jo G. GamBapo, Ez. 

GOOD SIR, 
AM in great hafte, having a great quicknefs of 
pulfe, and my bed being now warming ; but 
cannot get into it without informing you how faft 
I came home from Market to-night, and upon my 
old Mare too, who was always unkind before as 
‘to going. But fo it happened. The old Mare, 
that I could never get to go above three miles an 
hour, as foon as ever I was up, fet off, and the 
devil could not ftop her till fhe got home—ten 
miles in about 58 minutes. I’m in a fweat yet. 
But 
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But I have found out her motive, and now the 
Public may make ufe of it—I had bought a couple 
of lobfters to carry home, had their claws tied up, 
and put one in each of my great coat pockets— 
Well, the old gentleman in my right pocket (a 
cunning one, I warrant him) fomehow or another 
contrived to difengage his hands, and no doubt 
- foon applied them to the old Mare’s fide, and, I 
imagine, had got faft hold of a rib by the time I 
reach’d the it. mile-ftone; for fhe was mad I . 
thought, and my hat and wig were gone’ in a 
twinkle(a wig made by. the man who advertifes 
~ they never. fly on the €ars—a-rafcal—wigs may. 
“now be’ univerially. complained of). - However, 
when I got off, and; had taken a little breath, I 
went into the kitchen:to. unload, but mift one of. 
my lobfters; fo I run back into the {table, and 
there was the:hero hanging at the old Mare’s fide: 
“thed had enough of it, and fo ftood quiet. I eat. 
the foldier to-day, and had like to have died’ of 
laughing the whole time. Now, don’t you think 

a lobfter 
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a lobfter might turn to account where a horfe is a 
little dull or fo—mind me—if one of thefe fellows 
is not worth more than a dozen pair of Mr. 
Moore’s beft fpurs—I’m a Dutchman—for I have 
wore out a dozen upon the aforefaid mare in the 
courfe of the fifteen laft years. Its eafily done, 
only putting no handcuffs on them, and they'll 
foon go to work and do your bufinefs. Pray, Sir, 
don’t you think they might be of ufe to the light 
dragoons ? 

I thought myfelf bound to inform you of this, 
as hoping it would prove a great national difco- 
very: I mean to keep lobfters on purpofe, for its 
cheaper than buying a horfe inftead of my old 
mare; and I can go fafter with one of them in my 
pocket than I could poft. When my boys come 
home from fchool, to hunt in the foreft, I mean 
to treat each of them with a crawtifh for his poney, 
an then, I think, we fhall head the field. 


I am, Sir, yours, ever in hatte, 


PETER PUFFIN. 
ar LETTER 


Cusee.) 
SSS St 
LETTER rue FOURTEENTH. 


Mr. GamBapo, 


| ke juft received the inclofed letter. As it 

feems worthy publication, I beg you-would 

infert it in the Annals of Horfemanthip, which [ 
hear you are going to bring out. 
Tam your humble Servant, 

R. TATTERSHALL, 


SIR, 


AS I cannot conveniently attend in perfon at 
your celebrated Repofitory at London, and being 
in great want of fuch a kind of horfe, as I 
fhall {pecify below, and as I prefume in your own 
Stud you have more than one, fuch once yiito- 
rious Steed on the Turf, though fuperannuated 


for. - 
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for the Race, yet capable of eafy Road exercife 
(and the Writer here pretends to be as good 
an Horfe-mafter as any in the Univerfe), I con- 
fide on your fuppos’d candour to excufe this 
liberty, after much debating in my mind, to write 
immediately to yourfelf (having heard laft fum- 
mer Mr. Score, a Flint-merchant, fpeak much to 
your praife, who dines, he faid, often at your 
Ordinary). I hope, therefore, you will indulge a 
Stranger’s requeft, as moft probably yeu may 
have fuch a Steed (in your own Stud) to difpofe 
of; which will be efteemed a fingular fayour to. 


your unknown, at prefent, though 7 
Very humble Servant, - . 


«« SaMUEL Lanccey, (D.D.) 


Wanted an Horle,’ M. or G, of fize and ftrength, that 
has figured on,the Turf, that will be fold cheap,vas being 
in years, but not paft gentle road ufe, perfe€tly quiet and 
temperate, whofe paces are fmooth and eafy to the Rider, 


and free from all vice. 


Balt 
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P. §. If an Horfe be recommended, I had rather he had 
covered, if he will be ridden on the road in company with 
a Mare, and be quiet as a Gelding. But I fhall not 
approve of one, either blind, lame, or broken-winded. 
Stiffnefs at ftarting I fhall not regard it, nor his Age, 
though in his Teens, if his conftitution be good, and he can 
feed well, and yet go well, and fafely to the Rider. 

A line (and I pray fuch compliments may be {peedily 
vouchfafed me) of the Size, Age, Pedigree, Colour, and his 
Performances, with his loweft Price, will be immediately 
attended to, If I approve of the account,’ and the terms, 
I fhall fend to buy and ride him down. The diftance is 
about 142 miles (meafured), which he may perform, in 


3 or 4 days, as you thall advife, 


The Rev. Dr. Langley, 
Checkley, near Cheadle, Stafford fire. 


Cuecxvey, May, 14, 1789. 


LETTER 


(78g *) 


LETTER rue FIFTEENTH. 


To Mr. Gampapo. 

SIR, 
te AVE long lamented that Riding fhould be 
attended with fuch expénce ; and fee no teafon 
why many articles attending it, which coft money, 
might not as well be difpenfed with as not. Ifa 
Gentleman, when his Bills are brought in, is 
fomewhat put to it, to pay for Hay and Corn 
(which, by the bye, are neceflary, or his Horfes 
would be no better than Jack-Affes), why fhould 
he be fo very extravagant in the article of Lea- 
ther? Your Gentleman now-a-days, muft have to 
his bridle, two head ftalls, and two reins; to 
his faddle, two flaps on each fide, two girths, a 
crupper or a breaft -plate—perhaps both, not for- 
getting a martingale, with its appendages. I have 
U actually 
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actually feen a young Cockader, about town, 
with abreaft plate on his horfe, that threw his 
faddle forwards, merely to be tafty; whilft his 
Companion’s nag, who flipt his girths, had a 
crupper on like a Dragoon’s. But, Sir, thefe 
Chaps are not confined to their expenditure in 
leather—Only obferve the buckles and ftuds, 
&e, that ornament their trapyings—Not a bridle, 
but, would furnifh a dozen of kaives and forks— 
‘nor a faddle that has not a \ teackettle and lamp 

‘upon it. ” “fet 
_ Our Forefathers never : rode in this way, and 
I at happy. that I forefee a Reyolution i is at hand, 
It is needlefs to reprobate. fuch expence, as the 
Sadler’s bill pean beineses dn. the Bante 

along with it. pees 
Whether Adam, or Cain! or + Abel eyer rode, it 
does not appear ; but they had Horfes, and Dogs, 
and Foxes, and Hares; and why are we not to 
fuppofe that they went a hunting, and had as 
good fport as we have (nay, better: for they had 
no 
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no Huntfmen)? They muft, however, have rode 
without faddles, it is pretty clear. 

I do not find that thefe fuperfluities were held 
in much efteem in the time of the Romans. Ra- 
phael, in his picture of Attila, at Rome, has 
treated us with a Hun or two, riding after the 
fafhion of their country, I fuppofe. The devil a 
bit of a bridle have they—nothing but a ftrap 
round their Horfes neck, which they hold at each 
end with their hands.» Nor are their Nags of the 
quieteft either, but-feem to be fhowing their agility 
and caprioles to the beft advantage. By no means 
fuch Palfreys as either I, or you Mr. Gambado, 
would like to beftride without a bridle, and a 
good plain faddle too, 

One Stanurtius (a very learned old Author), 
tells us, that in his time, the Wild Irifh (I don’t 
underftand how he diftinguifhes the Wild Irifh) 
ufed to ride in a ftrange way, but you muft admit 


they had no bridles. 


‘© Tubarum 


62 ANNALS OF HORSEMANS«aIP. 

“‘ Tubaram fetas, aut equorum auriculas feniftra appre- 
hendant ; atque dum equi obftipis capitibus quieti fe incli- 
nant, equites, etiam loricis aut fagis amicti, mera corporis 
agilitate fe effefunt, divaricatriq! cruribus ephippia occu- 


pant,’ 
Whicn may be thus turn’d into Englifh— 


‘© They feize their Horfes manes, or their ears, with their 
left hand, and whilft their Horfes were thus kept fteady, 
the Riders, even if covered with their cuirafles or fagums, 
exerting a wonderful agility of body, {pring aftride into the 
faddle.” 


By this it appears to be very lucky, that cropping 
Horfes, was not then the fafhion, or they would 
have had but little command of them, ‘The Wild 
Irifh now, I am told, have reverfed -ne mode, and 
taken up the tail inftead of the poor ears, which are 
neglected. 

The Tartars cf this day, Mr. Gambado, have no. 
faddles, but ride upon a Beef Steak, or a flice of 
Horfe-flelh: which, by that means, becomes {uffi- 
ciently done for them to eat, by the time they have 

finifh’d 
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finifh’d their airing, What a delicious fucceda- 
neum for a faddle; it anfwers two purpofes at once. 
If a faddle ever anfwers a fecond, it is, of galling 
you confoundedly. 

I have dropt a hint of a Revolution—and I ex- 
pect one. Let the Huns look to it; a fuccefsful 
experiment of riding in their way, has lately been 
made in my country ; but whether from motives of 
ceconomy, curiofity, or emulation, I am yet to learn. 

Mr. John Mann, a moft ensinent Taylor of Bury 
St. Edmunds, was one day obferved to mount his 
horfe (which ftood at the door of a Gentleman’s 
’ houfe in the neighbourhood) when the bitt was out 
of his mouth, and, in that manner, to proceed rapidly 
towards home. ~My Informant followed’ him from 
curiofity 5 and, from what he could obferve, faw no 
alteration in his riding except that he reel’d a little: 
at times, a circumftance exceedingly natural; and 
although he had three turns to make to the right, 
and two to the left, to thread the needle through 
fome ‘Mackerel carts on the road, and a Water to 

x pals ; 
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pafs; (where, by the bye, he let his horfe ftop too 
long, and drink too much), yet he arrived fafe and 
found at home. 

Now confidering the five angles, the Mackerel 
carts, and his not going over the bridge, which was 
the right way ; I queftion but fuch a performance 
might have puzzled one of Attila’s fellows. 

As bridles begin to fhake, fo I may well fay, 
faddles totter. The Tartars muft not think them- 
felves the only Moderns who ride without them. 
It was but two years fince, at Afcot Heath, that the 
thing was attempted and atchiev’d over the Courfe 
there. ‘Two Gentlemen rode a match, and, won- 
derful as it appear’d to modern Britons, one was 
feen to arrive at the ending Poft without his bridle, 
and the other without his faddle. The latter Gen- 
tleman had not even a Beef Steak to fit upon, 
nothing but a pair of corderoys between him and 
the Horfe’s back, the faddle following him behind 
like a pillion. 

_ By thefe proficiencies then let us hope, Sir, we 


may 
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may knock off foon a very ufelefs portion of ex- 
pence—overtake a Hun, and perhaps catch a Tartar. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Joun HICKATHRIFT, 


MY OBSERVATIONS. 


The extraordinary performances of the Wild Irith aftonith 
nobody. I had never heard of a Hun, when I read Mr. H.'s 
Letter firft, and thought he meant a Hum. ‘This may bea 
pretty way of riding, for any thing I know ; but I am for a 
bridle and faddle ; and fhall not grudge twenty pennyworth 
of leather to make a martingale of, if it may fave fome of 
my teeth, Vale Joun Hickarurirt. 

G. G. 


Wneerm:) 


LETTER THe SIXTEENTH. 


GEOFFREY GAMBADO, 


EDITOR OF VARIOUS LEARNED PERFORMANCES. 


SIR, 


OU have, no doubt, heard of a defcription of 
Natural Philofophers, called Pigeon Fanciers, 

who breed the bird of that name, and all its 
varieties. I was once, Sir, a member of this com- 
munity, till growing tid of Pouters, Tumblers, 
Nuns, Croppers, Runts, &c. &c. I was refolved to 
enlarge my ideas, by extending my refearches, and 
abandoning the Biped, to obtain a clofer acquaint- 
ance with the Quadruped, I became a Horfe Fan- 
cier. Being fond of riding, and daily obferving, in 
my airings to Brentford, a very great variety of 
horfes, and a ftill greater variety in their motions $ 
I fome years fince, fet about making a colleStion 
of 
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of fuch as were fingular, and eccentric in their 
fhapes and aétions, and flatter myfelf no private 
* mufeum can have boafted of a more admirable 
variety, than I have poffefled. I mean fome day or 
other to clafs them, and by fo doing, think I 
fhall be able to convince the Naturalifts, that, 
from their form and performances, many horfes 
are allied to the cow, and fome to the hog kind. 
In the mean time, I thall juft mention: to you a 
few varieties of this fame animal, which I have 
had in my poffeffion; and which may, perhaps, 
afford you an hour or two’s amufement and 
reflection. 

I_luckily pick’d up a Daifey-cutter, by his 
throwing me down on the fmootheft part of the 
grafs, in Hyde Park. I had heard of this de- 
{cription of horfe frequently, but could not believe 
the accounts of it, till I found it verified, by expe- 
riencing his accomplifhments myfelf, It feems a 
problem difficult to folye, how a horfe can put 
forward his fore legs, without bending a joint of 

YC them, 
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them, or, how he can meet with an impediment 
to throw him down upon ground perfectly fmooth! 
_but fo it is. The Daifey-cutter is admirably 
eafy in his motion, and having once made the 
experiment, upon, and from his back, I am per- 
fedtly fatisfied, and now keep him for my wife’s 
own riding. 

Of this variety, there is ftill a variety: this 
horfe I likewife poffefS, and keep as a curiofity. 
I imagine he muft come from fome diftant coun- 
try, although he is nick’d after the Englith fafhion ; 
for I cannot get any native to ride him twice.— 
I have tried a Frenchman with no better fuccefs. 
All declining a fecond attempt. This animal re- 
fembles the Daifey-cutter perfectly in the ufe of 
his fore legs: but, inftead of carrying his head and 
neck horizontally, like him, they are raifed fo high, 
that his ears are in a perpendicular line with the 
pommel of the faddle, and his eyes always fix’d on 
the heavens. His fore parts, when in motion, by 
this means, much refemble a double fifh-hook, or 

an 
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an anchor, as thus ~__ ne and I therefore 
propofe to clafs him under one of thefe denomina- 
tions. 

The Threatener is another of this fpecies that 
ought not to be forgot, and indeed he feldom is 
by any one who has once poffefs’d him. By the 
Threatener, Man himfelf, the Lord of the Crea- 
tion, who fubdues all the animals that range the 
foreft, is himfelf kept in fear and trepidation. 
This ingenious animal has the fagacity at every 
ftep to threaten the frature of his rider’s neck ; 
probably with a view to difcourage and even abo- 
lifh the cuftom of riding in general: and at the 
fame time the good fenfe not to fall quite down, left 
he fhould accidentally break his own. As amongft 
pigeons, fo amongft horfes, there are Tumblers. 
The feat is, however, performed differently, and 
varies confiderably in its effe€ts on the performers. 
As the pigeon executes this without any thing on 
its back ; fo the horfe feldom atchieves it, without 

fomebody 
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fomebody upon his. To the latter therefore we 
mutt give the greateft fhare of merit, who ventures 
to perform upon a hard road what the other does 
only in the air, without even a cloud to brufh 
againft, ‘The one preferring, it feems, the Milky, 
and the other the Highway. 

Amongft horfes I have never difcovered a Pouter; 
but I have had a fine Puffer *. The noife he made, 
however, and particularly when at his bufinefs, was 
not pleafant; and I let a neighbour have him 
cheap, who had a good three-ftall mufeum, and a 
very heavy vehicle to draw; fo that in all weathers 
he might enjoy the’entertainment of his very ex. 
traordinary qualifications. 

It is well known that there is a horfe that is a 
Carrier, fo is there a pigeon likewife. But as it 


may not be known to every one, I muft inform 


TT ee 


* The Puffer, if properly kept on plenty of hay and water, and with 
little exercife, will in a fhort time gratify his Keeper by changing into 
another variety, which we call a Roarer. 


you, 
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you, Sir, that, from very long obfervation, I find 
the pigeon is the moft expeditious of the two. 

I am at this moment, Sir, in poffeflion of a horfe 
that has a Nofe, if I may fo call the fenfe of fmell- 
ing in a high degree: I do not perceive that he 
often hits upon game as the dog does, but he 
makes for a ftable door with great avidity; nay, fo 
certain is he of difcovering where victuals and 
drink are to be had, that it is with the utmoft 
difficulty I can get him to pafs a fign-polt ; and it 
requires no finall exertion of arms and legs to 
prevent his running into every alehoufe on the 
road with me, Thefe are evident fighs of a very 
fine nofe: it isa little inconvenient, to be fure, 
particularly if one is in’ halte ; 5. but the qualification 
is fingular. This variety I fhall call The Setter, _ 
both from his poffefling the faculties of the dog fo 
called, and from his pronenefs to fet down his load 
wherever entertainment for man and horfe are to 
be found. I fhall not at prefent enter into more 
varieties, but poftpone my communications to 


Z, another 


72 ANNALS OF HORSEMANSHIP. 


another opportunity: only having juft touch’d upon 
the horfe with a Nofe, I muft inform you, that one 
of my neighbours, an Attorney, tells me he has a 
horfe that has no mouth. Although my ftalls are 
all full, I thall certainly purchafe this uncommon 
animal, if he is to be had; as, from his formation, 
the poffeffion of him can be attended with little or 
no expence but the prime coft, 
I an, Sir, 
Your yery humble Servant, 
Benjy. Burron, 


LETTER 


(37a) 


LETTER Tue SEVENTEENTH. 


To Mr. GamBapo. 
SIR, 


| na eae the following account of a moft 

extraordinary phenomenon that appeared in our 
parifh two days fince, for the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions ; I fhould not have fent it to you, but that 
there was a horfe concern’d in it, and fo ftrange a 
one, that I thought that if you were not inform’d 
of it, you would be concern’d yourfelf. I have 
drawn it up to the beft of my abilities. It is as fol- 
lows : 

On the morning of the 6th inftant, the weather 
intenfely cold, the ground covered with ice or frozen 
fnow, as I may fay, precifely at the hour of eight, 
A.M. as Mary Jenkins (who lives as fervant at the 
Fox and Crown public-houfe, juft on the brow of 

Highgate 
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Highgate Hill), a young woman about nineteen 
years of age, of a frefh complexion and fanguine 
habit, was lying awake in her bed (Reaumur’s Ther- 
mometer then f{tanding at only and Fahrenheit’s 
at ), fhe heard a fhout of an uncommon kind ; 
and running to the window, the following phzeno- 
menon prefented itfelf to her view. A man, dreft 
much after the manner of the Englifh, but of a fierce 
and terrifying afpect, feem’d to pafs the Fox like 
lightning, mounted on fomething like a horfe; but 
fuch a one as fhe had never before feen ; having the 
head, neck, and fore-legs of thofe of this country ; 
faving that the legs were ftretch’d out and void of 
motion; he was furnifh’d with a pair of wings, and 
his hind parts defcended from his head obliquely to 
the ground. She verily believes he had a forked 
tail, but that hind-legs he had none. The man 
fat very ftiff and upright, and continued his fhouts 
(which from what I can make out from the Girl’s 
imitations of them much refembled the war-hoops 
of the Indians), until he turned the corner by the 


Boarding- 
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Boarding-fchool, where fhe loft fight of him, But 
he was again vifible to her naked eye at the foot of 
the hill; when fome fleet falling, he wholly dif- 
appeared, 

The poor Girl, exceedingly terrified, awakened the 
family, and was order’d to go to Dr. ——, to take 
oath of what fhe had feen; which fhe did. 

3eing one of the firft who heard of it, I buftled 
about, and got a good deal of information concern- 
ing the progrefs of the phenomenon, and think I 
can afcertain at about what rate he travelled. 

As the clock ftruck eight, Mary Jenkins faw him 
on the brow of the hill. 

Maméelle Bellefefle, the Teacher at the Boarding- 
fchool, being call’d up before her time, and in a 
{mall building which looks into the road juft at the 
turn, her watch luckily by her fide, faw the ftrange 
gentleman pafs, precifely at eight and three feconds, 
She defcribes him differently from Mary Jenkins, 
though they both agree in the wings. “ Il me 
“ fembloit avoir le vifage de Cupidon ayec les ailes 

Aa « de 
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“ de Pfyche *”—fays Mamfelle deB. At eight and 
fix feconds the Blind Beggar, by his computation, 
heard him pafs the Cheefe-cake Houfe. At eight 
and eight feconds A.M. the man coming to fweep 
the chimneys met him at the finger-poft,, In a 
‘ fecond after, he knock’d down and went over Alice 
Turner, the Saloup Woman ; and exadtly at eight 
ten feconds, Mary Jenkins faw the laft of him, 
Now calculating the feconds and the diftances be- 
tween each {pot where he was feen, it is evident 
he went at a prodigious rate. Childers would have 
been a fool to him, But he had Wings, indeed, 
which perhaps may be more ufeful than hind-legs, 
otherwife I could not have conceived it. 

That there are horfes of this kind in nature 
I make no doubt; as the Lords of the Admiralty 
authorife us to believe it, by exhibiting two in the 
front of their Houfe of Office at Whitehall. To 


; 


* Which I learn means—He feem’d ‘to have the face of Cupid and 
Pfyche’s wings, 


thefe 
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thefe horfes Mary Jenkins’s feems to be nearly 
allied ; and perhaps by enquiring at the Admiralty 
we may be inform’d where they may be had. As 
we lye on the great North Road, I fhould fuppofe 
this, that came through our town, might be what 
they call a fea-horfe, and come from Lapland or 
thereaways. 

If you can throw any light on this wonderful 
phanomenony Sir, I hope you will make it public 
for the good of the community. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 
Hicucarr, Feb, 26th, 
WILLIAM GorGET, 
Surgeon. 


P.S. I can’t get it out of my head the pace the Gentle- 
man went, confidering the interruption he met with from 
riding over the Saloup Woman. 

The Parifh Officers had a long meeting about this ftrange 
man that fhew’d his face here. But I foon convinced ’em 
he had not ftaid long enough in the parifh to gain a fettle- 


ment ; and fo they are eafy. But there’s great debates in 
the 
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the Veftry, and in the Coffee-houfe, and Mr. Figg’s thop, 
yet about it. 


MY OBSERVATIONS. 


I WAS much ftaggered when I read this account firft ; 
but finding, on enquiry, that Mr. Gorcer, the Surgeon, 
was a Barber, I grew eafier, and was no more afraid of 
the North Road than any other—I fhall however be a little 
more cautious of the folks that lye on it. - 

After all the inveftigations that have been made about 
the Phenomenon of Highgate Hill, and the fearch into all 
books that treat of Witchcraft ; Glanville, and Moore and 
Wanley: and after all the controverfy that has been 
entered into by the unhappy inhabitants, which has thrown 
that wretched parifh into more diftraction than ever fell 
to the fhare of St. Paul in Covent Garden! No Vagrants 
paft on—No Vagabonds taken up—No Turncocks to be 
found—all the Water at a ftop—all the Gin a-going— 
How fatisfaétory muft a glimmering of light be to thefe 
unfortunate Highgates which may open their eyes a little, 
and reftore that harmony amongft them they have been’ 


fo long unacquainted with. 
Having 
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Having received the following Letter a few days fince; 
I beg leave to recommend it to the perufal of the Nobility 
and Gentry of Highgate in general ; but more particularly 
to Alice Turner (the Saloup Woman, if the is ftill extant), 
to the Chimney Sweeper, the Blind Beggar (fomebody 
muft read it to him), Mamfelle Bellefeffe, and Mary Jen- 
kins ; being convinced, that if the ftrange perfonage they 
faw was not Mr, James Jumps, it muft have been a Con- 


jurer or Cupid, Pfyche or the Devil himfelf, 
G. G. 


Bb LETTER 


( 80 ) 


LET LER toe. EIGHTEENTH: 


JEFFREY GaMBADo, Efq. 


KIND SIR, 

I HAVE an extraordinary ftory to tell you, that 
happened to me t’other day as I was a bring- 
ing two pair of ftays to Mifs Philpot’s, at Kentifh- 
town. I lives, Sir, at Finchley; and a-top of 
Highgate Hill my horfe makes a kind of flip with 
his hind feet, do you fee, for it was for all the 
world like a bit of ice the whole road. I’d no- 
thing for’t but to hold faft round his neck, and to 
f{queeze me elbows in to keep the ftays fafe; and, 
egod, off we fet, and never ftopt till I got to the 
bottom. He never moved a leg didn’t my horfe, 
but flided promifcuoufly, as I may fay, till he 
overfate fomebody on the road; I was too flurri- 
fome to fee who; and the firft body I fee’d it 
was 
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was a poor man axing charity in a hat. 


8r 
My 


horfe muft have had a rare bit of bone in his back, 


and I fit him as ftiff as buckram. 


Your Honour’s obedient Servant, 


F I-N, 1.33 


ERRATA. 
To the Editor, page vi. line 18. Page blank, read, 


JAMEs Jumps, 


Be 7. 
Geoffrey Gambado to the Reader, p. xiii. line 11, E thefe, read, thofe, 


Page 11. line 10. for Lemma’s, read, Angle's, 
20. line 1, for Query, read, Quere, 

—— 42. line 17. for did, read, old. 

Ibid. fot Bougle, read, Beagle. 
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